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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Pine Brook covered bridge consists of a single span
supported by two flanking timber kingpost trusses. Two
logs have been placed upright in the stream bed to give
temporary support to the center of the trusses. The
bridge rests on abutments built of irregular stone slabs
laid dry.

The Pine Brook bridge is 48 feet long and 17.5 feet wide,
and has a 14.5-foot roadway. The wood floor consists of
planks laid flat and parallel to the trusses.

On the exterior, the heavy timbers pegged together to form~
the trusses (and side walls) of the bridge are sheathed
with unpainted flush boards hung vertically. Similar
siding protects the ends of the trusses immediately inside
the portals. The exterior siding stops short of the eaves
to leave strip openings along the tops of the walls.

The gable ends are also sheathed with unpainted flush boards
hung vertically. The portal openings are rectangular except
for diagonal upper corners. The medium-pitch gable roof 1is
covered withstanding seam metal sheeting.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Pine Brook covered bridge is one of two covered bridges to
survive in the town of Waitsfield. The bridge remains struc-
turally unaltered from its original design, lacking any of the

various reinforcing devices added to many other covered bridges
in Vermont.

The covered bridges of Vermont are among its most cherished
and symbolic historic resources. About one hundred bridges
still stand in the state, the greatest concentration by area
of covered bridges in the country.l Many of these bridges are
integral parts of unique architectural environments whose
physical setting and cultural context have been 1ittle altered
until recently. Now, however, pervasive highway expansion,
intensive commercial development, and physical neglect are
changing drastically the historic environment and threatening
the covered bridges. The Vermont Division of Historic Sites,
therefore, wishes to extend the recognition and protection of
the National Register to the majority of the surviving covered
bridges, including the Pine Brook covered bridge.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
. level of significance of this nomination is:
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