
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections)

$zi$$ii$^

111

STATE:

Vermont
COUNTY:

Orange
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY DATE

SEP 1 0 1974

COMMON:

Moxley Covered Bridge
AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET ANDNUMBER: T.Qwn^.r o .ad- a CT o s s F i r s~ t Branch of V/hite River ,~~.27-4-r - 
- miles- south of—C-lie-lse-a — irrl-ta^e S ^-^ OO<EL/ ^S<SL r-.
CITY OR TOWN:

Chelsea /L--V- .. .
STATE

Vermont
!i!l!ii|&| ii^rioNv : .• ; •; W:^ 111

CATEGORY 
(Check One)

n District Q Building 

L~H Site Q3 Structure 

D Object

CONGRES

Rep.
CODE COUNTY:

50

OWNERSHIP

[^1 Public Public Acquisition: 

O Private D ln Process 

Q Both [ | Being Considered

S10NAL DISTRICT: Tr . ^ . . . .Vt. District 
Richard Mallarv

CODE

Or an crp i 7

STATUS ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Fj^l Occupied Yes:
i — in . , [ 1 Restricted | _ | Unoccupied — '
r— , n .[XI Unrestricted 
| _ | Preservation work —

in progress ' — '

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

l~l Agricultural d) Government [~] Park 

| | Commercial f~1 Industrial f~~| Private Residence 

Q Educational 1 1 Military | | Religious 

I | Entertainment [~~1 Museum [ | Scientific

Q Transportation Q Comments 

[^] Other CSoecffv) ' '.'' \
/^/ /iL/ViV^fi '-'j\

' --' -- ^-\
. , . ' • -- . • -1 ^ —— .-— !

E :-:i : ; : : :x::: iS'|t*vi-r* rt::'V^';T?"'' : iD'jri'ir"i'wi:i*i ' : rS -*r*\j- ' : ' ' : : • : ' : ' : x-x-x-x-Xv -XvX-XvX-X-XvX-XvX-XyX : x-.-x; x-:-.-;-x :•:.-' x-x-x-x-x-xx '••'•^<-y--'--^-\'-<-^--^: :^
^§;:;Q$N:E;R;;:;!Msi^

U

Z)

to
•z.

UJ 

UJ 

to

MB

|H»

OWNER'S NAME:

Town of Chelsea
STREET AND NUMBER:

(no street number)
CITY OR TOWN:

Chelsea

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Office of Town Clerk
STREET AND NUMBER:

(no street number)
CITY OR TOWN:

Chelsea

TITUE OF SURVEY:

Vermont Historic Sites and Structures
DATE OF SURVEY: 1973 [~~1 Federal
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Vermont Division of Historic Sites
STREET AND NUMBER:

Pavilion Building

Montpelier

\S.. ^£;;:jrER .5
V / ' • ,-:' \ '/ 

V--X^ / / ;,- '"i ^ \ -"/

STATE:

Vermont
fesfesss;^

STATE

Vermont

Survey
^ State Q County Q Loca

STATE:

Vermont

/

CODF

50

CODE

50

<j\ V

^o ,

"—I

O •-{
3 
C 
3 
rf

O 
^ 
P
yc-q
Q

)n3
-*
o

§

1ST AT

COUN

-{ 
<

ENTR

Z

UMBEF

a
>

m

TI
O

z
CO

C
m
0
Zr~
-<



CONDITION

(Check One) ' 

Excellent fx] Good Q Fair fj Deteriorated Q Ruins CD Unexposed

(Check One) 

E£) Altered D Unaltered

(Check One) 

O Moved jyl Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Moxley Covered Bridge consists of a single span supported 
oy two flanking timber queenpost trusses. The trusses'incor 
porate iron suspension rods which extend from upper apexes of 
the diagonal braces to the bottom chords. The trusses are 
skewed so that the bridge has the form of a parallelogram in 
plan; the corresponding members of each truss are diagonally 
opposite one another. A laminated plank stringer has been 
tie-bolted to the central underside of the floor beams parallel 
to the trusses for reinforcement.

The bridge rests on abutments built of irregular stone laid dry 
The west corner of the north abutment has been faced with-con 
crete. The short south abutment stands on a prominent outcrop 
of bedrock.

rn
The Moxley bridge is 57 feet long at floor level. The ends of 
the side "walls flare outward to meet the gable ends, which over 
hang the floor 2.5 feet at each portal. The bridge is 17 feet 
wide and has a 15-foot roadway. The wood floor, which consists 
of planks laid flat and parallel to the trusses, is 54 feet long 
the approaches are laid with short planks to meet the gravel 
road surface.
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On the exterior, the heavy timbers pegged together to form the 
trusses (and side walls) of the bridge are sheathed with un- 
painted flush boards hung vertically. Similar siding protects 
the ends of the trusses immediately inside the portals. There 
are no windows or openings in the side walls.

The gable ends are also sheathed with unpainted flush boards 
hung vertically. -The portal openings are framed with semi- 
elliptical arches. The medium-pitch gable roof is covered on 
the east slope with corrugated metal sheeting and on the west 
slope with standing seam corrugated metal sheeting.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Moxley Covered Bridge is the only covered wood bridge to 
survive in the town of Chelsea. It and five other covered 
bridges in the adjoining town of Tunbridge cross the First 
Branch of the White River within a distance of about seven 
miles, comprising one- of the most concentrated groups of 
covered bridges in Vermont. These bridges have not been 
altered seriously, and their historic environment of an 
extraordinarily scenic agricultural valley remains essentially 
undisturbed.

The covered bridges of Vermont are among its most cherished 
and symbolic historic resources. About one hundred bridges 
still stand in the state, the greatest concentration by area 
of covered bridges in the country.-*- Many of these bridges 
are integral parts of unique architectural environments whose 
physical setting and cultural context have been little altered 
until recently. Now, however, pervasive highway expansion, 
intensive commercial development, and physical neglect are 
changing drastically the historic environment and threatening 
the covered bridges. The Vermont Division of Historic Sites, 
therefore, wishes to extend the recognition and protection of 
the National Register to the majority of the surviving covered 
bridges, including the Moxley bridge.

1. R. S. Alien, Covered Bridges of the Northeast, The 
Stephen Greene Press, Brattle'boro, Vt. , ITS7 , p . 5 0 .



Alien, Richard Sanders, Covered Bridges of the Northeast, The
Stephen Ureene Press, Brattleboro, Vt., 1957. '

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
N\y o . „ 0 , „

NE ° °
SE ° ' ' ° 
SW o . . o , .

LATITUDE AND LONGIT'JDE COORDINATES 
3 DEFINING THti J-tiMTILR PO1N 1 OF A PrtOPERTY 
n OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

43° 57* 25* 72 ° 27 51 "

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: OT1 P> fl C V A — — ——— — -~

|LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING ST A TE OR ^COUNTY BOUND ARj ES

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE-

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

COUNTY /I' \ V' «•'"'•; '' \ - CODE

/%v -/ftrpi/rn ^--\
COUNTY: / _ / j^,- , ' ~ ^ ., \ CODE

| C3 S 2-Wfr - '<-]
COUNTY: y-— '; A' A ~"! --. •, ''/ CODE

\ , ,; ..- __• J^ ' ^' .' '.'/ -j f_ -^^/;

COUNTY: \ ..-' , ~ ' <~>\ ^ ,-^y CODE

Vx ^"7^-rrV, A VX

NAME AND TITLE:

Hush H. Ilenrv, Historic Sites nesearrn^r
ORGANIZATION - . DATE

Vermont Division of Historic Site**; ' 3/27/74
STREET AND NUMBER: ...

Pavilion Building .
CITY OR TOWN:

Mont pe Her

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National n State [3 Local Q'

..,.. t y
Title Director of Historic Sites
State Historic Preservation 
Officer.
Date 4/10/74

STATE . CODE

Vermont ^0^^^•i^iHiiiPiPiiiiiMi^^^s

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register,
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