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Maine has two major complexes of planned mill workers' housing, 
S.D. Warren T s Cumberland Hills in Westbrook (National Register 5/2/74) 
and Hugh Chisholm's Strathglass Park in Rumford. While both were the 
result of pioneering efforts in the paper industry, a fascinating contrast 
in character exists between the two which makes each worthy of study. 
Over a three decade period, Warren built streets of frame structures 
from the cottage designs of A.J. Dpwrying and in the Queen Atme and 
Shingle Styles of John Calvin Stevens I. Chisholm's project Exhibited 
a more unified concept. Between 1901 and 1902, he erected fifty-one 
substantial JarJjik duplexes in a park-like setting which was surrounded 
by a stone wall. The housing was the work of the eminent New York 
architect. jCasS-JSilbert^ while.the landscaping was planned by the Boston 

' landscape .architect,
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Of the fifty-one cUmhile housjes built -in Strathglass Park, fifty t/> 
remain in good condition with the atmosphere of their original environment 
intact. Only one has been lost, destroyed by a fire in 1971. To enhance _ 
the attractiveness of the Park and to avoid the sterile sameness found 
in much 19th and early 20th century industrial housing, Gilbert designed 
seven different exterior variations, while providing basically the same 
interior accommodations for all. Of the fifty surviving duplexes, thirteen 
feature the bold geometry of the Shingle Style translated into brick, 
while eleven have a double turreted roof line, nine a single Dutch gable, 
eight a double Dutch gable, four a gable, three a combination of gable 
and Dutch ga$le, and two a double gable.

n
While Gass Gilbert;create^ distinctive, exteriors from the current 

styles of domestic architecture, he planned what must rank among the 
most generous interior-in the history of American mill workers' housing. 
In June of 1902, the Rumford Falls Times gave the following detailed 
account of the houses of Strathglass Park under the title "Modern Homes 
for Working Men":

Mr. Gilbert is one of the foremost architects of New York City, 
and together with Mr. Chisholm, after considerable time and much care 
and study, these buildings and the park 1 itself ! have been designed as 
the very latest, and best of modern model homes. They are built of 
brick with hollow walls, insuring dryness and warmth, and the roofs are 
of slate. The cellar extends under the entire house and will be cemented 
throughout and contain a large warm-air furnace and laundry tubs. . Every 
outside door will be entered through a vestibule, keeping out the cold 
winds in winter. On the first floor will be a large living room, closets, 
kitchen, dining room and pantry. Some of them will have a separate dining 
room and some of the houses will have the bathroom downstairs, some of 
them upstairs. The plumbing will be complete throughout the house with 
hot and cold water. There will be a range in every kitchen and a hot 
water tank. On the second floor some of the houses have three large

(See Continuance Sheet1
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STATEMENT-OF SIGNIFICANCE

History records that in 1900, the newly••<risen corporate industrialist 
had not yet Begun to be particularly concerned with the welfare or housing 
of his workers. A notable exception to this generalization was Hu'ghxJ. 
Chisholm, entrepreneur and prime mover in the development of the Rumford 
Falls industrial area and the Oxford Paper Company.

At the Town of Rumford, the Androscoggin River drops 165 ft. in 
the couiri£ of one mile and Hugh Chisolm and his associate, Waldo Pettengil]| 
in 1882, purchased large tracts of land in the area and began to harness 
the enormous potential for water power. The first building in Rumford 
Falls was erected in 1892 and within the next ten years a growth so 
phenomenal took place that national attention was attracted. What had 
been a bucolic quiet countryside now suddenly rang with the noise of 
machinery and witnessed a city growing almost over night.

Rumford was a boom-town* and the-burgeoning mills & shops drew into 
the area a flood of population to serve them. At first, the skilled 
workers lived in boarding~houses provided by the various manufactories 
and the day laborers, mostly Italian, occupied sod huts and other primi 
tive dwellings 1. 1

Chisholm, seeing the dramatic housing shortage and wishing to attract 
a stable and qualified work force, determined to provide housing of high 
quality and a pleasant living environment. Many corporations had built 
company hbuses but in almost all cases these were flimsy, crowded wood 
frame buildings.

The Rumford Realtfy Company was founded by Chisholm for the sole 
purpose 6£ constructing homes for mill workers. He conceived the idea 
for a unique project; the establishment of a park-like area with attractive^ 
brick duplex homes surrounded by lawns and with wide tree shaded streets.

To this end, he devoted considerable effort and expense. To design 
the buildings, he retained the services of Cass H. Gilbert, the noted 
New York architect who, in 1905, designed the sixty-six story Woolworth 
Building in New York City, then the highest by far in the world.

Chisholm selected a convenient and desirable location across the 

(See Continuance Sheet)



State of Maine Bureau of Industrial and Labor Statistics, Annual
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bedrooms and some of them four, and all of them have large light attics 
where two or more rooms can be finished if needed. The entire first floor 
will be finished with hardwood floors for using rugs instead of carpets, 
which is the general practice now, being regarded by all people as more 
healthful as well as more economical. It will not be necessary to buy 
a carpet for the entire floor, the rugs can be shaken and aired as often 
as necessary. The houses are well lighted with electricity. The houses 
have been designed for homes and for living in with a minimum of housework.

One purpose has been to have a few larger rooms instead of many small 
ones, and in many of these houses the living rooms will be about eighteen 
feet square. Less furniture is required for furnishing such houses, and 
all the furniture you have can be used. There will be no room so small, 
when you get a table in the middle of it. but what the entire family can 
gather around the table, and no space is wasted in cold halls and stairways. 
These houses, but both inside and as to their surroundings, they will be far 
superior to any other houses in the place.

The following are representative views of Strathglass Park:

1. The west side of Urquart Street looking north, showing a series of 
varied and picturesque roof lines.

2. Looking west across the triangular shaped park located at the junction 
of Lochness Road and Urquart Street. Houses on Urquart Street are in the 
background.

3. The east side of Erchles Street looking northeast, showing the lush 
vegetation which surrounds the houses.

4. The west side of Erchles Street looking northwest, showing four of 
the seven house design variations found in Strathglass Park. From left 
to right is the single gable, the double Dutch gable, the double turreted 
gable, and the single Dutch gable.

5. Located on the west side of Urquart Street, this double Dutch gabled 
duplex is one of eight such houses in the Park.

6. Located on the west side of Urquart Street, this duplex is one of
the thirteen houses in the Park to display the bold gable roof lines of the
Shingle Style translated into brick.

(See Continuance Sheet)
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7. Description 2.

7. Located on the west side of Urquart Street, this single gabled duplex 
is one of four such houses in the Park.

8. Located on the west side of Urquart Street, this double turreted duplex 
is one of eleven such houses in the Park.

9. Located on the west side of Urquart Street, this single Dutch gabled 
house is one of nine such houses in the Park.

10. Located on the east side of Urquart Street, this combined gabled 
and Dutch gabled duplex is one of three such houses in the Park.
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7. Description District Delineation

Strathglass Park, a unique collection of 50 duplex brick workers 
houses in a landscaped park-like area, lies in the central portion of the 
Town of Rurrford. From an entrance on Maine Avenue, the area is intersected 
by three streets (Erchles, Lochness Rd. and Urquart) laid out in a fork 
plan, all terminating at a perpendicular road, Clachan Place.

The district is perpendicular and bounded on the north by a line 
parallel to and 142 yards south of Lincoln Ave., the east by Hancock St., 
the south by Maine Ave. and the west by York St. containing 23 acres.

All buildings in the district are of the original 1902 construction 
and remain virtually unchanged.

GP 0 921-724



PNAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

Maine

Oxford
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

nee

river from the mill and laid out a roughly oval area intersected By four 
streets. It was necessary to move six existing frame Buildings to clear 
the area for construction.

A numBer of skilled contractors were retained for the various aspects 
of the project; the Brickwork, plastering, painting, paperhanging, carpentry 
and roofing. In all, fifty-one Brick units were Built Between 1901 and 1902 
providing one hundred and two dwellings. Hollow walls improved insulation 
and multi-colored slate roofs provided expensive But permanent and main^ 
tenance-free protection. The Brick was hauled By oxcart from a local yard 
and the slate was imported from Vermont and Pennsylvania. After nearly 
three quarters of a century the good condition of these structures attests 
to the quality of construction.

The entrance to the whole was enhanced By an impressive stone gate 
and the area today is as an island of dignity in an otherwise unimpressive 
mill community.

Chisholm selected the name Strathglass Park after a river in Scotland 
running through his ancestral seat and the streets were similarly called 
Scottish places.

First choice of these new houses was given to workers recommended By 
their foreman. Rents were minimal, sufficient only to cover maintenance 
and amortization. Many services were supplied including snow removal, 
sanding, lawn mowing and ruBBish disposal. The charge for electricity, 
conveniently provided By the ChisholmTowned Rumford falls Power Company 
was a mere $1.00 per month.

In the 1940's, wooden Back porches were added to the houses from 
"hurricane timBer" Blown down on company land in 1938.

During 1948 and 194(9, the Rumford Falls Realty Company divested itself 
of Strathglass Park By7 sale, offering the dwellings at attractively low 
prices to the occupants on a first refusal Basis. Most took advantage of this 
opportunity. No profits were ever recorded By the company and occasional 
deficits were met By funds from Oxford Paper Company.

Strathglass Park is a remarkaBle example of enlightened industrial 
paternalism. The duraBility, quality and attractiveness of the Buildings 
is reflected By the pride of the owners evidenced «• By the way they have 
Been maintained during twenty-five years of private occupancy.
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