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The Spite House, built in 1^06 at Phippsburg, is a fine example of 
architecture in the Federal style. The main house is almost square, its 
dimensions being 44' 7" by 39' 6". It is a wood frame house of two stories 
resting upon its original granite sills. The sills are resting upon a 
concrete foundation of 1925, the year that the house was moved.

There are four tall chimneys on the main house. An octagon 
cupola dominates the low hipped roof. The cupola and the roof are sur­ 
mounted with a balustrade. The roof is a standing seam metal roof put 
on the house in 1925. The original roof was of wooden shingles.

The windows of the house are all six over six ligtyts. This means 
the original house only, some of the windows on the 192:5 wings are of a 
different size and with more lights. There are four windows on the first 
floor facade; two on each side of the single door which is the main en­ 
trance. The door is a simple six panel door with a leaded glass fanlight 
above. The door and light are flanked by pilasters. Above the first 
floor windows are four wood panels decorated with swags. These swags are 
original but four more were added to the west side or rear of the house. 
There are five windows on the second floor facade. Above these windows at 
the cornice is a band of dentil molding.

Originally there were six windows on the sides of the house as well 
as a side entrance on the right side. This side entrance was a duplicate 
of the main entrance. When the house was moved in 1^25, some of these 
windows were taken out to make entrance ways to the wings that were added.

The wings added to the house in 1925A26 are very sympathetic to the 
original house. The landscaping at the Spite House was well executed and 
the gardens are beautiful.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The story of the Spite House began with the several marriages of 
James McCobb who came from Londonderry, Ireland in 1731 and settled in 
Phippsburg. His first wife was Beatrice Rogers, also from Ireland. She 
bore him 12 children and lived 35 years in their log cabin. In 1774, 
James McCobb married Hannah Nichols Miller and built a lovely mansion for 
her across the road from the log cabin he had built for his first wife. 
Hannah bore him twin daughters and one son Thomas McCobb.

James McCobb, in 1782 married Mary Langdon Storer Hill who had also 
survived two other marriages. Her son, Mark Langdon Hill, was to become 
Maine's first congressman. Mark and the McCobb children grew up in the 
mansion which was well staffed with slaves.

Thomas McCobb went to sea not long after his father's death. Upon 
returning from a long voyage he found Mark Langdon Hill to be his brother- 
in-law. During Thomas 1 absence his father's will had been broken and the 
family homestead for all time belonged to Mark Langdon Hill and his heirs.

At this point Thomas McCotrt) vowed to build the most beautiful house 
in Maine and one that would dwarf the one he had been deprived of. The 
house was promptly dubbed "The Spite House". He flaunted the elegance 
of this house literally in the face of the McCobb Hill House. Once Thomas 
stepmother was dead it was evident that his antipathy did not extend to 
his brother-in-law, Mark Langdon Hill, for they became partners in the 
shipbuilding firm of Hill and McCobb.

Thomas McCobb died suddenly in 1815 in Boston, while serving in the 
Massachusetts Legislature as a representative from the District of Maine.

The Spite House was left to the McCobb family in 1883 and in 1915 
was purchased by Dr. Adelbert Williams. The house had fallen into sad 
disrepair and was purchased in 1925 by Donald Dodge of Philadelphia, the 
present owner.

The house was moved by water 85 miles from Phippsburg to Rockport. 
Also on the barge that carried the house was the dismantled 1796 Stover 
House from South Harpswell. This house was to be used in the construc­ 
tion of the wings that were added to the Spite House on its present site.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

The Dresser Company of Portland moved the House.

This famous and beautiful house was saved by its being moved. It 
probably would have continued to sink into disrepair and gone the way of 
so many Maine houses that were built in the 18th and 19th centuries.

The Spite House is still a fine example of Federal Architecture and 
the main house has not been altered to any great degree. This house, due 
to its beauty and its rich family history, certainly deserves to be re­ 
cognized.
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