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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Matthew Stead designed this "Italian Villa" for Albert Berry Bux{ér
(1832-1907), a Portland dry goods merchant; it was built in 1868. The
house stands on the eastern side of Walker Street, one house lot in from
Congress Street, essentially unchanged from when A. B. Butler lived in it.

Because it is one story high with a mansard roof covering what is
actually the second story, the A. B. Butler House appears small, although
it is thirty-five feet wide and forty feet deep. It is built of wood.

The foundations, brick where they show for three feet above the level of
the surrounding ground and fieldstone below, enclose a full basement.

The mansard roof is tiled in a diamond pattern with slate of red and beige
tones. The flat area of the roof is tarred. There is a cupola in the
center of the roof, reached by a continuation of the interior stairs.

From its arched windows one can see in all directions. The house has
three interior chimneys.

Except for a change in paint, the exterior decoration of the A. B.
Butler House has been untouched, affording today a most complete example
of the detailing of this type of cottage dwelling. The first story is
clapboarded above the brick foundation; the clapboards have a beaded
Tower edge. The corners of the house are encaded with a columnar band
comprised of overlapping crescents of wood between flat boards. Half-
ovals of sawn wood form a band below each of the bay windows to either
side of the front door, and along the wide panelled cornice which runs
around the whole house. Over the corner columns and above every window,
corbels are hung from the overhang of the roof as part of the cornice.
Gable windows pierce the mansard roof; each has a sawn scroll decoration
under its gable. The cupola windows have keystones above each arch and
columns between them; the cupola has a cornice similar to that on the
house but with smaller proportions.

The front door is emphasized by a pedimented hood supported by
elaborate, corbelled brackets. There was a porch across the front of
the house now missing. The repetition of the decorative motifs, some-
times at a slightly different scale, makes the exterior quite lively.

The windows on the house are predominently four Tight. An exception
to this are the two 1light windows on the side of the facade bays. An
extention, used as part of the kitchen, has been added across part of the
rear of the house. Although finished to match the rest of the house, it -
is not contemporary with it.

The interior of the A. B. Butler House has its original fresco work
intact. The narrow, double doored entry hall features two women in
classical dress, facing each other from opposite walls. The center hall
and gracefully curving stairway are painted with trompel'oeil panels from
the first floor up to the cupola. Real wooden moldings are painted over
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7. DESCRIPTION

on the first floor; tkomng'oei] moldings are painted on the second floor.
This fresco work is mainly gray with white, brown, and red tone highlights.
It is in excellent condition.

The house was laid out with all of the 1iving rooms on the ground
floor. The two front parlors have their painted decoration intact. The
floor to ceiling height of the first floor is twelve feet. This great
height makes the rooms feel elegant. The first floor architraves and
ceiling cornices employ heavy moldings; they are deep, standing far out
from the wall surface, and have many curves and projections. Their heavi-
ness is suitable to the majestic size of the rooms.

On the second floor, the floor to ceiling height is ten feet. This
floor is quite spacious and is well 1it by-the many gable windows. Heavy
moldings are employed for the three rooms in the front of the house; flat
moldings for the rooms in the rear. A trap door in the floor of the center
rear room opens on a narrow rear stairway to the first floor.

The A. B. Butler House has undergone a minimum of modernization. The
interior and exterior are currently being restored.

Q§{Y1§7725E5
&7 Recewed <o

e,

‘o FEB 171974

—\ NATIoN!

0, REGISTER &

GPO 921.724



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[C] Pre-Columbian! [T 16th Century [ 18th Century {C] 20th Century
[ 15th Century [J 17th Century K] 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) \‘g;:,ﬁ{"

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[] Urban Planning

Abor iginal ] Education [ Political
] Prehistoric [C] Engineering [ Religion/Phi- [[] Other (Specify)
] Historic [ Industry losophy

[ Agriculture ] Invention [] Science

(XX Architecture [) Landscape ] Sculpture

X1 Art Architecture ] Social/Human-

[OJ Commerce [0 Literature itarian

[} Communications [ Military [0 Theater

] Conservation [ Music D Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Butler House was built in 1868 by Albert Berry Butler, a pro-
minent nineteenth century Portland dry goods merchant. Born in Hallowell,
Maine in 1832, he started his business at the age of eighteen and con-
tinued in it until his death 56 years later. Butler's store was first
located in Hallowell and then in Bath. 1In 1855 he moved his business to
Portland, where he remained until his death in 1907. His obituary stated;

He was ever a highly respected citizen, alike in business
and social 1ife, having had a long and honorable career and
his familiar figure will be sadly missed from our friends
in business and social circles.

The Butler House is one of two buildings extant in Portland which
were designed by the architect Matthew St€ad. The second building is
the Merchant's Exchange Building on Exchange Street, now the Gaslight
Restaurant.

Matthew Stead came to Portland from St. John, New Brunswick, re-
maining from c. 1868 through c. 1869. He was active in the rebuilding
after the Great Fire of 1866, designing several blocks in the business
district.

The A. B. Butler House is an outstanding example of the Ita]@é%ate-
Mansard Roof style which became popular in Portland around the time of
the Civil War. The house has been well preserved on the exterior. On
the interior, the entire frescoed wall scheme is intact and in good con-
dition, a rare instance. i
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