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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in 1844 in the Mormon settlement of Voree, just west of Burlington,
the Strang house is a simple 1 1/2 story cottage of Burlington limestone
rubble laid random and heavily mortared. It is gable-roofed with a
saltbox profile. The lean-to at the rear which gives the profile is

flush with the east wall of the house but extends by itself beyond

the west wall. It is apparently original as it appears in all known
photographs or illustrations of the house, however early. The house

has wood lintels, sill, cornice, and muntined sash, and is characterized
by Perrin as being extremely simple and typical of the Mormon architecture
of the area.

Exteriorly the house has been well maintained and is in good condition.
The condition of the interior is not known.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The architectural significance of the Strang house is certified by the
Historic American Buildings Survey. It is important in being repre-
sentative of the Mormon contribution to the architecture of the region
and is characterized by extreme simplicity and the use of Burlington
limestone quarried nearby.

The greater significance of the house lies in its association with
James Jesse Strang and the onetime settlement of Voree, a community
of factional Mormons in Wisconsin.

James Jesse Strang (1813~1856) came to Burlington from New York in 1843
and practiced law for a time with some degree of success. He had been
attracted to Mormonism and in 1844 went to Nauvoo, Illinois, was con-
verted and baptized by Joseph Smith, the Mormon prophet, and became
ardent in the practice of the religion. When Smith was murdered in
1844, Strang challenged the leadership of Brigham Young and was ex-
communicated by Young's followers. Strang produced a document mailed
to him from Nauvoo before Smith's murder and received at the Burlington
post office which was purportedly written by Smith and named Strang as
his successor. The document was not accepted by Young's followers,
however.

Strang developed a following of his own and established the community of
Voree, "The Garden of Peace," in Walworth County just west of Burlingtonm,
Wisconsin, in 1844 and eventually attracted some 2,000 settlers. Between
1844 and 1847, Strang devoted his time to establishing his position as
the chosen leader of the colony through various revelations and miracles,
which included finding and being given the power to translate some metal
plates which had been buried beneath a tree within Voree. He propagandized
his theology through the Voree Herald, later known by various names, in-
cluding Gospel Herald, which was printed in the Strang cottage in Voree.

Local hostilities toward the Strangite Mormons, and dissentions within
the colony, resulted in Strang's moving the congregation to Beaver Island
in Lake Michigan in 1847, where he established a truly autocratic religious
settlement. He had himself ceremoniously crowned king, proclaimed the
sanctity of polygamy and personally began to practice it by taking four
wives to himself. Having shown complete disregard for property and other
rights of non-members of his kingdom, Strang was charged in 1851 with
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counterfeiting, robbing the mails, and trespassing on federal lands,
but won acquittal. Twice (1852 and 1854), Strang's followers succeeded
in electing him to the Michigan legislature. In June, 1856, anger
arising from Strang's arbitrariness and high-handed treatment of his
subjects culminated in an assassination attempt by two members of his
own kingdom on Beaver Island. At his own request, Strang was returned
to Voree where he died the following month. He was buried in the Voree
cemetery but later reinterred in the Burlington cemetery.

A few Strangite Mormons are still to be found in the area, but most of
the old settlement of Voree long ago reverted to use as farmland and
only a few vestiges of the colony can still be found. The Strang house,
located at the northernmost edge of the land occupied by the settlement,
is the only whole structure remaining. It is fortunately well preserved,
retaining its original appearance, and still in use as a private
residence.

GPO 901.082



