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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Constructed of local limestone, the central block of Rountree Hall is a 
three-story structure topped by a pedimented attic which is lighted by one 
small round window. The gabled roof is topped with a small, square stone 
cupola with double-arched, louvred windows and a concave, hipped roof. 
The front facade of this 1853 portion of the building is three bays wide 
with rectangular windows set between pilaster strips of stone. Additions 
to the central portion of the building follow its style closely. A south 
wing was added in 1868 and in 1873 was linked to the main block. In 
1881 a southwest wing was added and finally in 1891 a north wing was 
constructed. A central doorway in the main block has been eliminated and 
entrances are now in the two recessed linking wings which join the northern­ 
most and southernmost wings to the main block of;the building. The cupola 
and bell tower were added in 1868 and various minor alterations have been 
made over the years. Fenestration in the recessed wings varies and only 
one of the two has'a pediment to match the central pediment. The northern­ 
most and southernmost wings also have pediments intended to match the 
central pediment but have thinner cornices. Small stone porches with 
arched double doors mark the entrances.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Completed in 1853, the central portion of Rountree Hall housed the Platte- 
ville Academy and was a replacement for an original building which had 
become inadequate to the needs of the Academy's student body. The Platte- 
ville Academy was founded in 1839 by the Literary Association of Grant 
County, a lead-mining region of southwestern Wisconsin. It is one of 
the earliest of Wisconsin's educational i,nsJki£utions and in 1866 became 
the first Wisconsin state normal school. \ John H. Rountree, after whom 
the building is tistoed, was the Literary Association's first president 
and later 'became treasurer of the first Board of Regents of the University 
of Wisconsin. V Rountree Hall was planned by a New York architect named 
Gardinei|. Its plans and specifications are still in existence and have 
been use^d in constructing subsequent additions and alterations. The 
history of the Platteville Academy contains one of the first examples 
of the protection of civil rights in education in Wisconsin. An early 
principal of the Academy, J. C. Pickard, successfully defended the 
admission of a girl of mixed Negro and white parentage against the school 1 
trustees by threatening to resign if she was not admitted. In 1866 the 
title to Rountree Hall passed into the hands of the State of Wisconsin, 
and on October 9 of that year the first Wisconsin State Normal School 
opened its doors in Rountree Hall. A new building for the normal school 
was opened to the south of Rountree Hall in 1867-8, and in 1873 an addition 
was built which joined the two buildings together. In 1881 a west wing 
was added and in 1891 a north wing completed the structure standing today. 
In 1907 the State Normal School was moved to another location and 
Rountree Hall became the home of the State Mining Trade School. This, 
in turn, became the Wisconsin Institute of Technology in 1939. In 1959, 
the Normal School and the Institute of Technology merged to become 
Wisconsin State College and Institute of Technology. And finally in 
1971 this institution became the University of Wisconsin - Platteville.

NATIONAL 
REGISTER



Letter of March 7, 1974 to James Norton Smith, from Bjarne R. Ullsvik, 
Chancellor, University of Wisconsin at Platteville. (three pages t ) 

Letter
Butterfield, C.W. et. al 
A History of Grant County, Wisconsin Chicago: Western Historical Co

1881. pp. 699. 
Commencement Exercises, Programs, 1854, 1855. Platteville Academy.

State Historical Society of Wisconsin library. 
Broadside, Schedule and fees Platteville Academy, 1859.
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