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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Jacob Woodruff house is a small octagonal grout house two stories 
tall. It has a shingle roof with a very shallow pitch. At its summit 
a widow's walk is formed by a wooden balustrade. Double windows with 
wooden frames are set into the grout walls and a five-sided wooden 
bay filled with tall windows projects from the face of the octagon 
next to the main entrance. A brick chimney can be seen well above 
the roof line on the same side as the wooden bay. Originally, the house 
was a simple octagon, but it was enlarged in 1890 by the addition of a 
north wing in wood and enlarged again after 1900 by the addition of 
front and back porches. ,-
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Jacob Woodruff house is Ripon f s only remaining octagon house. The 
plan for the house was probably influenced by Orson S. Fowler's book 
A Home for All. Popular during the 1840 ! s and 1850's, Fowler's book 
suggested the octagonal plan as the one most suitable to human dwellings, 
and Fowler believed that concrete was an almost perfect building material. 
Born in Litchfield, Connecticut in 1813, Jacob Woodruff came to Wisconsin 
in 1845 as part of the Ceresco Phalanx, a Utopian Socialist Fourierite 
settlement established adjacent to the land which became Ripon a few 
years later. The Ceresco Phalanx was disbanded in 1850, but many of its 
members remained in the area and became early citizens of Ripon. Jacob 
Woodruff was one of these, and the land on which his house stands was 
originally part of Ceresco. By profession Woodruff was a blacksmith 
who was interested in spiritualism and in horticultural experiments. In 
1870 he planted his land, originally the whole block on which the Woodruff 
house now stands, in blackberries and began large-scale fruit farming. 
In politics Woodruff was an abolitionist and he served on the first 
committee of the Republican Party founded at Ripon in 1854. His son, 
Ensign Woodruff, was born in 1855 and also lived in the Liberty Street 
house. Until his death in 1893, the elder Woodruff lived with him.
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