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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OR1 Gl N Al_ (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Conger house was originally a two-story rectangular brick 
building three bays wide and one room deep, with chimneys at 
each end. It has been twice enlarged, both times by additions 
to the left (east) end. However, the original structure has 
been little changed. A smaller porch may have graced the front 
door; the present porch is later than the original house and 
the windows are not old.

Two rooms were added to the east end of the house in 1860; this 
gave.it an ell plan with the new rooms projecting at the front 
(northward). In 1882 two more rooms were added at the east end, 
projecting southward, giving the house its present form of a 
tee. A small room was also built at the rear in 1953; this is 
not of brick construction, but more like an enclosed porch. All 
the additions to the house have been one-story. The entire house 
is painted white.

There is an interesting outbuilding some fifty feet south-east 
of the house. This structure is stone to a level of about six 
feet, log the rest of the way to the eaves. It contains one 
room below and a half-story or loft above, to which access is 
by an outside stair. An interesting feature is the built-in 
stone sink, which projects through the north wall and was fed 
with running water from a spring. There is also a large fireplace 
on the south wall. According to family tradition, this was built 
first and the family lived in it by 1808.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Conger house, one of the earliest in Lincoln County, is signifi­ 
cant in that it reflects the progession of architecture In rural 
Tennessee. Two definite styles, the Federal style of the original 
portion of the house, and the American Picturesque flavor of the 
1882 addition, are both well represented. Most of the interior 
woodwork Is Intact, and a sophisticated cornice treatment on the 
exterior is preserved. Also, the store and log outbuilding is an 
excellent example of the earliest type of dwellings in which 
settlers lived until they were able to afford more comfortable 
accomodations. In most instances, these early buildings were 
removed when the larger houses were completed.

Isaac Conger, builder of the house, was one of the earliest settlers 
in the Lincoln County area. Born in Rowan County, North Carolina, 
he had moved to this location by 1808. He is a typical example of 
the Methodist circuit riders that were numerous in the early 
pioneer settlements. His diary of activities in 1813 Is preserved 
in the Manuscripts Section of the Tennessee State Library. The 
last entry tells of a trap from November 19th to December 22, 1813, 
"to Georgia to get my workman to finish my buildings." From the 
phrasing, this may have been a slave or an indentured workman. 
The family is of the opinion that the workman was at Conger T s 
brother T s house in Cobb County, Georgia.

Both the house and its builder were important in the Lincoln County 
area, and are worthy of recognition.



Isaac Conger Diary - Copy in Tennessee State Library and 
Archives Building.

Interview with John Conger, present owner and descendant of 
original builder.
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