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The Library's dimensions are 79'10" in length and 90'4" in width. The
apse measures 80'4" across, with a diameter of 36'. It has one story
and a basement. The date of construction is 1903.

Architecturally, the library is a study in adaptation. Cost, function,
and the public image of a Tibragy building were considerations made by
the architect, doseph Schwartz. The result is a building bearing the
dignity of ancient Greece, the practicality of Romanesque 1lighting,
\:nd the economy of local materials.\
Constructed of a purple quartzite of local origin, the building exhibits
massive Romanesque characteristics as well as typical Greek pediment
and pillasters. The low-hipped roof is centered by a pediment with a simp]
denticular cornice which is carried along the library's main wing. \
Pillasters stand at each corner with two on either side of the doorway.
Capitals are very simple as are the shafts and bases. Between each of
the doorway's twin pediments are small, decorative windows. The main
windows are multiple with stone mullion and transom. Upper panes are
decorated in a simple geometric design. Basement windows are small
and almost square. The apse section is devoid of decorative features
with the exception of two horizons below the eaves. Windows here are
double and arranged in vertical pairs. The intervening sill is inset
to emphasize the vertical effect. Basement windows around the apse are
single, but of the same width and are centered with those above.

\\Most of the interior walls are of plaster and the wood trim is of a
light, so-called "golden" oak. There is a tile-faced fireplace in one
of the rooms. Overall, the finishes are largely utilitarianTs

The building has been remarkably well maintained and as a result is in
good condition. No major alterations on the original building have been
made.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sioux Falls Public Library, other than being a familiar local
landmark, is an interesting blend of Greek and Romanesque architectural
types. Pediments and pillasters go well with the large multiple
windows and dark rough-hewn stone. It is obvious that function

as well as the image of a "temple of Knowledge" was served here.

To Sioux Falls, the building is unique. VIt is the only stone struc-
ture in the city reflecting a Greek influence. It contrasts
significantly with others of quartzite construction which are

either Romanesque or, truthfully, non-descript.™~

The stone itself is almost literally the cornerstone of the
community. It came from local quarries during the latter 19th

and early 20th century, a time of growth for Sioux Falls. Virtually
all of the important early buildings, both public and private,

used this material in their construction. The stone quarries

closed around 1910 and, except for a brief period in the 1920's,

the material was never again used for building. Any quartzite
structure, therefore, is immediately recognized as part of the
city's heritage.

The Sioux Falls Public Library has served residents for over 60 years
and presents an attractive and interesting setting in the midst of
less asthetic urban growth,




Bragstad, R. E., Sioux Falls in Retrospect, Garretson, SD, Sanders

Printing Company, 1967, p. 59-60,

Smith, Minnehaha County History.

64, 123.

Set of plans prepared by the architect, Joseph Schwartz.
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