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The Minnehaha County Courthouse, built in 1890, is a three-story
reddish-blue quartzite structure exhibiting the massive feeling and
arched windows of the Romanesque style. The building forms a square

of roughly 150 feet, dominated by a high tower centered in the front.

A clock is on each side of the tower. Beneath the tower is a Roman arch
which encloses the main doors. Other doors around the building are
treated similarly. Windows are multiple and generally plain and
rectangular on the first floor and arched on the second and third.

The attic or fourth-floor gables are decorated and flush with the wall.
The north wall boasts an oriel encasing the stairwell.\

The interior includes a large courtroom and a maze of offices. The
furnishings and ornamentation are simple and of 1light oak.

Minor alterations were made during the 1930's to both the interior and
exterior, but these are not significant enough to detract in any way
from the building's integrity.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

\\The Minnehaha County Courthouse is the finest example of Richardson

Romanesque architecture in South Dakota. One of the oldest buildings
in Sioux Falls (1889-1890), it is constructed of a local quartzitex
from which many public buildings and businesses in the area were
constructed during the late 19th century; only a few remain.

For years the Courthouse served in its official capacity, but growing
demands on county offices gradually proved it dysfunctional. In 1962,
county offices moved to a new building. The City of Sioux Falls plans
to preserve the structure as an art center and museum.
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