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The 0ld Mill is located on the Middle River in the 0l1d Mill State
Park, in Marshall County, MinnesotaMy The mill is an unpainted frame
building divided into two rooms.
about 25 feet high, 15 feet wide, and 25 feet long. The roof on this
portion is gabled with hand split shingles. The t
feet high where it meets the front section and slopes to about 7 feet in
the rear., It has a flat roof with hand split shingles. The mill was moved
about % mile downstream to its present location in 1897,

The room where

Inside the mill is the original milling machinery. 1In the rear is an
eight horse-pwer Case engine built in 1878, which is used to power the
The mill has been restored to working order and still
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)
\ Th;igld Mill is one of the best remaining examples of an egrxly frame

grist mdll in western Minnesota. Built in 188%“by John Larsod{9:on of

the earliest miller in the area Lars Larson)&the mill was used for

grinding flour for the local farmers at 50¢ per sack. It was powered by

an eight horsepower steam engine made by Case in 1878, John operated

the mill until about 1914 when he sold it to his cousin., The property

was finally purchased by the state in 1937,

Restoration of the mill began in 19521//The original case engine
was found and the Case Company verified that the engine was made in 1878,
The engine was then carefully restored, along with the greatly deteriorated
mill, and in 1958 was dedicated and opened to the public., Flour is still
ground there, using the original engine and machinery, in order to
demonstrate to the public how the mill was operated 85 years ago.

In September of 1958 Russell Fridley, Birector of the Minnesota
Historical Society, presented an award of merit for "...the difficult
restoration of an early Minnesota grist mill...", to the Marshall County
Historical Society on behalf of the American Association for state and
local histories, In February of 1959 tha 0ld Mill was the recipient of
a George Washington Honor Medal from the Freedom's Foundation at Valley
Forge.
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Note: These changes apply to
014 Mill in Marshall County,
Minnesota.

REFERENCE NUMBER: 73000983

S8TATE: MINNESOTA

COUNTY: Marshall

RESOURCE NAME (HISTORIC): Larson Mill
CITY:

VICINITY OF: Argyle

ADDRES8: Co. Rd. 39 in 014 Mill State Park
CERTIFICATION DATE:

REMOVED DATE:
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N M. Archabal © JUN7 1988
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State Historic Preservation Officer




