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Louisiana
2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOG1CAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO.

Theme XX - Colonial Architecture
3. NAME(S) OF SIT€

Darby Plantation
4. APPROX. ACREAGE

10 acres
5. EXACT LOCATION (County, townthip, roadi, etc. If difficult to find.»ketch on Supplementary Sheet)

_____1*8 miles north of New Iberia via State 31 and Darby Lane^ Iberia Parish.
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Alto administrator if different from owner}

Private.
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Vetcribe briefly what maket tite important and what rtmain* are extant)

Built about 1800-1810 and once a fine example of a French Colonial 
house of the "raised cottage" type, the Darby Plantation House is now in a 
complete state of delapidation and about ready to collapse.

Constructed by Francois St. Marr Darby sometime between 1800 and 1810, 
the Darby house is a large hipped roof two-story structure of the raised cottage 
type, with two-story veranda or galerie across the front, around one end and 
part of the back. The rear galerie has fallen and the remainder remains in 
place largely out of habit. A set of rickety stairs at the northwest front 
corner lead from the ground level to the second floor veranda. The first 
story is of brick and the second of wood. A line of round, moderately sized 
columns, of stucco-covered brick, support the first floor of the galerie, 
while above a row of round wooden columns with capitals support the roof. 
The existing roof is metal.

The first story, containing the service rooms, has a floor of brick 
and a central hall running from front to back. In the rear of this hall a 
small plain interior stairway leads up to the matching hallways on the second 
floor. There are two rooms located on either side of the main central hall 
on both floors. The ceilings on the first floor are low but those on the 
second are high. The cypress woodwork of the second or main level is comprised 
of plain but carefully executed paneling and trim.

The interesting old house has never been restored but is in such a 
bad state of repair that a major and immediate restoration project would be 
necessary to save it. The structure is still being used as a farmhouse and 
is not open to visitors.

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (dive best sourcet; give location of manutcriptt and rare worki)

See page 2.

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention bett reportt anditudiet, at, NFS study, IIABS, etc.)

Historic American Building Survey:

10. PHOTOGRAPHS* k6^' 

ATTACHED: YES Q

14. NAME OE RECORDERJ&

NOD

ill. CONDITION
Very poor

nature)
G n Charles W. Snell

12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.)
farm house

15. TITLE
Historian

13. DATE OF VISIT
March 20, 1968
16. DATE . sr>
May 14, 1968

•DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X IOJ4 SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE 
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317o, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)
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STATE
Louisiana

NAME(S) OF SITE
Darby Plantation

8. References:

Hugh Morrison, Early American Architecture (New York, 1952), 264; 
J. Frazer Smith, jftiite Pillarp y Early Life and Architecture of the Lower 
Mississippi Valley Country (New York, 19^1),; Louisiana, A Guide to 
the State (American Guide Series) (New York, 19^7), 52o"; William P. 
Spratling and Natalie Scott, Old Plantation Houses in Louisiana (New York, 
1927), 111-117; James G. VanDerpool, "Historical Development of Architecture 
in the U.S.A., 1632-1912" (N.P.S. Ms., 1966). W. Darrell Overdyke, Louisiana 
Plantation Houses, Colonial and Ante Bellum (New York, 1965), 75-76.
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Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

\
Darby is a two-story house with open galeries on two sides. The 

plan of both levels is typical in that a central hall transects the 
building from front to rear with two generously dimensioned rooms 
flaking either side of the hall. The house, inhabited until the late 
1960s, has recently been adjudged to be in a structually sound con­ 
dition.

The lower floor of Darby (basement level), constructed at ground 
level, is of solid native brick, originally plastered on both inner 
and outer faces. Interior partitions of this level are similarly 
constructed. The original flooring here was of black and white mar­ 
ble tile, but, today, bare ground serves as the only floor.^

Y The upper floor reflects the early Louisiana French style of 
building referred to as briquete entre poteaua;. This means of con-^ 
struction incorporates heavy cypress structural members, to effect 
stability, with full brick or broken brick filling the spaces between 
th,e "posts."^ This combination of brick and wood is layered*over with 
plaster on inner surfaces and cypress siding on the exterior upper 
surface.

The roof is gabled and extei^s over the front gallery. A modified 
hip roof on the east gable projects over the side gallery.-V Of the 
three original galleries only two remain. The front gallery is in a 
state of dilapidation. The side gallery is in fair condition, and the 
rear gallery has been removed. The roof of the upper front and side 
galleries is apparently supported by a colonnade composed of masonry 
columns on the ground floor and wooden ones on the upper level of a 
turned, classical design. There is no evidence of the origi­ 
nal rear gallery design, but it is believed to have approximated that 
of the front gallery.

Other notable features include a substantial flight of wooden 
steps which climb along the front face of the house to connect the 
upper gallery. There are also three underground cisterns, built in 
the shape of a jar, projecting approximately four feet above grade.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

\Darby, one of the oldest structures in Iberia Parish,V*is located 
on Darby Lane approximately .-one-tenth mile outside the New Iberia 
city limits. The home is an excellent example of rural Louisiana 
colonial architecture, particularly that found in the Teche region 
of the state. Because of this rural character the house possesses 
less elaborate detailing, but remains a fine compliment to its 
setting amid giant live oaks and sugar-cane fields.

The immigrant ancestor, Jonathan Darby, an Englishman, sailed from 
France to Pensacola in 1719. In 1737, he married Demoiselle Marie 
Corbin Bachemin, a native of France. His grandson, Francois St. Marc 
Darby, inherited^the Darby plantation from his father Jean-Baptiste 
St. Marc Darby/ Darby House was built between 1813 and 1820 for 
Francois and his wife, Felicite de St.-Amant, and remained in the 
possession of their pioneer family for more than 150 years.

The Attakapas Historical Association is in the process of ac­ 
quiring the property in the hope of fostering a renovation program. 
Immediate steps have already been initiated to prevent further de­ 
terioration to the building.
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