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] Excellent [C] Good XX Fair [C] Deteriorated {7 Ruins [C] Unexposed
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supported on huge stone columns.

onto the buckets of the big wheel.

waters of LLake Cumberland.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present physical appearance of the existing structure at Mill
Springs is much the same as when constructed. ¥ The three story building
is frame, and measures 40 feet by 40 feet, over a 20 feet high basement.

When the present structure was erecteq

in 1877, a wooden wheel of 28 feet height was installed. When it was
sold in 1907, the 28 foot wheel was removed and the present 40 foot high,
3 feet in breadth, wheel was installed. Water to provide power for the
big wheel still flows from numerous springs in a nearby hillside; the
water is channeled into a stone basinand runs down a long 16 inch pipe

The site includes the actual mill, the numerous springs and a small area
which has been converted into a small roadside park. There is also a
small frame building, formerly used as a granary, which is presently
used by the Monticello Woman's Club as a gift shop.

The surrounding terrain is heavily wooded and hilly, overlooking the
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Abor iginal [] Education ] Political ] Urban Planning
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

- Jones and Robert L. Lanier purchased the Mill and property in 1884.

~ stone burr wheels to the roller system. The mill was sold in 1907 to

There has been a water mill at Mill Springs, Kentucky since around’
1819, perhaps even earlier.\First a grist mill, then a carding mill
and factory began operation around 1840 Lloyd A. Lanier bought the
property in 1877 and tore down the original structure and built the
present 40x40 frame building over a 20 foot high basement supported
by huge stone columns. In 1879 the property passed to Ike T. Lanier
and J. M. Sallee, who operated the Mill for several years. Dr. J.A.

During their ownership the milling method was converted from the

Bolan E. Roberts, who removed the 28 foot wood wheel and installed
the present 40 foot steel wheel, said to be the larges%f its kind in -
the world. Until recently the Mill was occasionally operated to pro-
vide meal for tourists.

Mill Springs Mill is important because of its historical role in the
local commercial trade; in the fields of industry and engineering
because of the unusual 40 foot wheel.

Nearby, the Battle of Mill Springs, a significant engagement in the
Civil War, was fought in January, 1862.
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Mr. James M. Frazer, Chairman
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ORGANIZATION DATE ._1
Committee to Preserve Mill Springs 8-30-72
STREET AND NUMBER:
P. O. Box 686
CITY OR TOWN: STATE COAD‘E
Monucello Kentucky 21

" NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION =

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public l.aw
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [] State [X Local [}

Namen\f.J:"f:eQ\/ @'lﬁ s

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Histoffc Preservation

tine  State Liaison Officer

December 22, 1972
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