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This (probably) 18th century brick house, the oldest house in the City of 
Georgetown, incorporated in 1790, after settlement in 1786, shows signs 
of deteriorating, especially on the exterior. This situation has not been 
helped by frequent coats of paint, and a moisture problem seems to be 
the source of much of the difficulty.

stories high, three bays wide, a Greek Revival front portico and 
front door seem to be the only alterations. The house sits atop a stone 
foundation, is L- shaped, is built of brick mostly but with some early 
frame carpentry on the back area, which incorporates a porch extending 
from the brick and frame gable end. %

The gable ends of the main block have no windows. The chimneys are 
flush with the outside wall. Windows are six-over-six pane sash. A 
simple cornice extends across the front roofline. Windows, in the main 
block and ell, are shuttered.

The inside presents a picture of batten and six panel doors, ash floors, 
a simple staircase extending from the back of the front hall and built of 
uneven steps and mantels of early mo-ding type vintage. Cupboards are 
on either side of the living room mantel. The ell includes a dining 
room paneled with beaded battens up to chair rail level, and a kitchen 
with a large chimney.



llfiiiilliilii;

z 
o

u
ID

UJ 

U

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD ("Check One or More as Appropriate)

| | Pre-Columbian! CD 16th Century 

G 15th Century D 17tr> Century

K) 18th Century 

^ 19th Century

G 20th Cer.rury

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
* \ *  - " * * 

G^ Education

( | Engineering 

G Industry - J

Abor iginal

| | Prehistoric

G Historic 

G Agriculture 

p£] Architecture 

D Art 

j~~1 Commerce 

[~] Communications 

[ | Conservation

G Invention 

G Landscape

Architecture 

( | Literature

G Military 

G Music

G' Political

G Religion/Phi- 

losopihy '  -> '

G Science

G Sculpture

| | Social/Human 

itarian

G Theater

G Transportation

" ' ' \ > -

The John Branham House is the oldest brick house still standing in George 
town^ one of the outstanding early city's in Kentucky's wealthy Blue Grass 
region. A simple three bay, two story structure, it is representative of 
the very early brick homes,constructed in Central Kentucky in the mid-179Os, 
Its foundation of stone, its construction of brick with some frame detail"~" 
extending from the gable on the ell, its interior, presents a largely unaj - 
tered picture, upset only by a Greek Revival one story portico set atop a 
porch reconstructed from concrete blocks. Inside are ash floors, early 
paneled cupboards on either side of the early Kentucky mantel, a stairway 
built of irregular sized steps, one room paneled to chairrail level with 
beaded battens, and an interesting selection of six panel and batten doors. 
This house is one of the few actual documented reminders of early Geor^ - 
town established by the Rev. Elijah Craig, Baptist minister, and industrial 
entrepreneur, between 1786 and 1790 when the town was incorporated.

The deed was made to John Branham after Elijah Craigls death, with the 
document made by Joel Craig, executor of his father's estate, referring to 
a transaction which took place during the lifetime of "said Elijah Craig," 
but which was not recorded until the deed was sought by Branham from the 
estate. This house stood on city lot 129. The 1811 deed from Joel Craig 
was followed the next year by a deed from Branham to Charles Eccles, a 
blacksmith. During the next few years Eccles purchased surrounding lots, 
and after his death it passed on to his daughter, Nancy, and her husband, 
Charles Nichols a blacksmith. In 1882 Charles B. and Ella M. Nichols of 
Fayette sold the house and its ! 75foot lot to Mrs. Mary Worland and her 
children. Almost half century later she sold it to Florence Sinclair, whose; 
daughter, Mabel Alien, owns it today.

John Branham was a member of a very large family which settled very early 
in Central Kentucky. Five members of the family owned Scott County land 
in 1792. By 1800 there were ten Scott County Land owners named Branham.

Branham was one of the first town trustees elected by the voters at their 
first public election in 1804. Later he served on the county court as a 
gentleman justice. His name appears frequently in Scott County records.
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