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A
^Ridgeway,Ia one-story brick house laid in Flemish bond, a typical 

Federal style house, is composed of triple massing. Each of the three 
principal masses or pavilions is surmounted by a hipped roof Jl Accord 
ing to Rexford Newcomb in Architecture In Old Kentucky, the "links" 
which connect the principal masses are unique in Kentucky. He also 
admired the tetrastyle Doric portico of the principal mass that is 
"frankly of wood and is of the lightest and most delicate membering."

From the portico, a double door with a glazed fanlight and sidelights 
opens into a square entrance hall which extends half the depth of the 
house. At the opposite end of the entrance hall is a wide elliptical 
arch connecting the entrance hall with the long narrow cross hall run­ 
ning between the two wings. ;iThe central mass, of the house also con­ 
tains the dining room and drawing room, each having a wide double 
door with elliptical glazed transoms and architraves and a door to the 
cross hall. A verandah runs the entire length of the rear of the main 
section.

The west wing of the house contains the bedrooms and a narrow enclosed 
staircase which connects the west cross hall with a large attic room 
which contains a skylight above the main mass of the house. The east 
wing of the house contains the pantry, kitchen, cellar stairs and a bed­ 
room. East of the house^.Jsha one-story b^ick.fcuilding, formerly the 
kitchen.
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In describing the interior- and the house in general, Rexford Newcomb 
calls the interior doorways, baseboards and chair rails, particularly 
handsome. "The mantels, though flanked by delicately fluted colonettes 
are subdued and refined, with not a suggestion of an Adam festoon or 
swag anywhere to be seen. Indeed, the chaste simplicity of the interior 
seems to foretell the coming Greek Revival. All in all, the house is 
Kentucky's finest example of Federal domestic architecture."
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Colonel Henry Massie married Helen Scott Bullitt, great niece of 
Patrick Henry, and built Ridgeway (ca 1804-1805) on land which was 
given to her by "her father, 1 Alexander Scott Bullitt, first lieutenant 
governor of Kentucky .^It is a large one-story brick house designed 
as a five -part composition of a central block and flanking pavilions 
connected by low, narrow hyphens. This style of house had its 
beginning in the Georgian period; however, it grew to maturity in 

  the late Federal period, largely influenced by the Neo-Classical move 
ment in Europe^ It achieved substantial popularity in Kentucky; 
Ricjgeway is considered Kentucky's best developed example of the styl

The house is considered by Talbot Hamlin in Greek Revival
Architecture -In- America to be the best'- of the several five -part com­
position, single story country houses in Kentucky. It was restored 
and beautifully landscaped circa 1930. In Architecture In Old Kentucl;
Kext'ord Newcomb calls this house "Kentucky's finest example of 
Federal domestic architecture."-- ' ; ^'' ( f '  K }
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