INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Kansas
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Marion

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY DATE

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections)

JUL % W73

Peabody Historical Library Museum

AND/OR HISTORIC:

et Ll 0ld Peabody Library

(preferred name)

STREET ANDINUMBER:

Easﬁ—bf-tﬁe*“iﬁfé“rsectm-ﬂof East-Division and

: Walnut street on.-$he souwth.side. of Divisien

CITY OR TOWN: W CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Peabody No. 4 Garner Shriver

STATE CopE |COUNTY: CODE
Kansas 66866 0 Marion 115

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check One) ) Hi v TO THE PUBLIC
[ District &) Building |& Public Public Acquisition: &1 Occupied Yes:
[ Ssite [} Structure |[J Private [ In Process [ Unoccupied [ Restricted
] Object [] Both [} Being Considered [ Preservation work [ Unrestricted
in progress 0 No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

] Agricultural [ Government [ Park [] Transportation [ Comments
[ Commercial {3 Industrial {C] Private Residence {J Other (Specify)

] Educational [ Military ] Religious

[C] Entertainment [ Scientific

Museum

WNER'S NAME: 3
Peabody Township g %
STREET AND NUMBER: n "
c/o Peabody Township Trustees o
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: ~oDF
Peabody Kansas 66866, 20
DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: =z o
. v o
Register of Deeds KR S
STREET AND NUMBER: 5 1
. 5 X
Marion County Courthouse
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Marion Kansas
20
TITLE OF SURVEY (o} 10 20 |T
=
None AN 1R
DATE OF SURVEY: [C] Federal [J State O Coun}i‘gf D}nyv L z %
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: /i\« SRV (o) § %
n\e | »
[ JUN 19173 || E
STREET AND NUMBER: ! \ NAT ;‘:' 4
‘ ! ~i | O
\@ Pr:n.QNAL JBE
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: TENIOINERbE 4N :
4~
O, s
>
FITEY "




e

."’}i‘} i,

Ve, o

LR

i

ey

4
i

(Check One)
{1 Excellent &1 Good [} Fair . [} Deteriorated {] Ruins [} Unexposed

CONDITION

(Check One) (Check One)

(3 Altered J Unaitered (R Moved [} Original Site

<

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The old Peabody Library building is a one-story Vernaeular-—
styde structure with a basement. The frame building is a simple
rectangle with two attached ante rooms, one at the north and the
other at the south end. The walls are constructed of horizontal
siding. Wide bands of siding traverse the building at the window
sill line and at the window head line, dividing the main facade into
three portions. Broad boards at each corner make a strong state-

“ ment. The steeply pitched gable roof overhangs the walls below
with a simple eave. Roofs on the two adjoining rooms are similar
to the main roof.

Window openings are simple rectangles of the four light double
hung sash type. The main entrance in the north ante room is a single
leaf door with a large transom above. \//,

The south ante room was added in 1968-1969 to house an extensive
doll collection given to the museum by a local resident.

The building is an excellent example of early Vernacular ar-
chitecture executed in wood frame and has been restored to a very

fine condition.

338

SNOITL1D2NAYl1LSNI



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

[} Pre-Columbian! ] 16th Century {CJ 18th Century [[] 20th Century

] 15th Century {0 17th Century (X 19th Century
SPECIFiIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1875
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal X} Education {1 Political D Ur'bcm IPlanning
[} Prehistoric » ] Engineering (O] Religion/Phi. (I Oﬂfef (Specif)i)
1 Historic 3 !Industry losophy ' i
O Aé}i‘cu“u-ﬂ! R [:] fnvention ‘ D Sc-:iéncé o -
] Architecture 3 Landscape [ Sculpture
O Art ' " Architecture " [ Social/Humon-
[ Commerce [ Literature itarian
[ Communications [ Military : {1 Theater
[} Conservation 1 Music ! [} Trahsportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 0ld Peabody Library building, pre tly the Peabody His-
torical Library Museum, housed the f%rst free tax-supported library
in the state. The town of Peabody was named in 1871 after Frank
H. Peabody of Boston, an Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad
executive.' In May, 1874, Mr. Peabody visited the town, at which
time he announced he would donate money for a library building,
furniture, books and periodicals if the Peabody township (the
town of Peabody was not yet incorporated) would secure four town
lots for the site. He also agreed to pay for the landscaping of
the property. The contract for construction was awarded to Topeka
builders who finished the structure in the spring of 1875. The
library was opened to the public on June 19, 1875, and the follow-
ing February the state legislature authorized the township to levy
a tax to support the library.

The frame structure housed the library facilities until 1914
when a new Carnegie library was constructed on the old location.
The original building was moved to a city park and later to a
schoolground. It was used as a utility building and for club
meetings, and also stood idle for a number of years until 1960
when planning for the 1961 Kansas centennial celebration aroused
interest in preserving the building as a museum. Local citizens
organized, obtained a $2,000 grant from the Marion County Histor-
ical Society and moved the structure to a lot near its original
location, just east of the present library building. The old
library building which now contains relics of early Peabody and
Kansas history, was dedicated as a museum on July 3, 1961. It is
operated and maintained by the Peabody Historical Society.

The 014 Peabody Library is one of the few remaining early
structures erected in the community and has local significance
because of its service to the town in its formative years. The
building has state significance because it was the firsT free
tax-supported library in Kansas.
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Richard Pankratz, Planner

ORGANIZATION

Kansas State Historical Society

DATE

April 22, 1973

STREET AND NUMBER:

120 West Tenth Street

CITY OR TOWN:

__Topeka

STATE

CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
] State [ Local

Nl N Wl

Nyle H. Miller

The recommended

O

National

Name

TitleExec. Dir., Kans. State Hist. Soc.

Date June 12, 1973

i Keeper of The National Register
Date Z

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

(oherSbn Liter,

ic Preservation

Director, Office of Archeology and Hi

7/%/73
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Y,

20723

GPO 931.894
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Kansas Session Laws of 1876 (Topeka, Kan., Kansas Publishing
House, 1876), p. 200.

Parsons' Memorial and Historical Library Magazine (St. Louis,
Mo., Nixon-Jones Printing Co., 1885), pp. 72-78.

Peabody--The First One Hundred Years (Peabody, Kan., Peabody
Gazette-Herald Press, 1971), pp. 31, 34.

The Peabody Gazette, December 28, 1882.

Van Meter, Sondra, Marion County, Kansas, Past and Present
(Hillsboro, Kan., M. B. Publishing House, 1973), pp. 282-
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