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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

v The old Peabody Library building is a one-story Wornaoular - 
  utyie structure with a basement. The frame building is a simple 
rectangle with two attached ante rooms, one at the north and the 
other at the south end. The walls are constructed of horizontal 
siding. Wide bands of siding traverse the building at the window 
sill line and at the window head line, dividing the main facade into 
three portions. Broad boards at each corner make a strong state- 

^ ment. The steeply pitched gable roof overhangs the walls below 
with a simple eave. Roofs on the two adjoining rooms are similar 
to the main roof.

Window openings are simple rectangles of the four light double 
hung sash type. The main entrance in the north ante room is a single 
leaf door with a large transom above.

The south ante room was added in 1968-1969 to house an extensive 
doll collection given to the museum by a local resident.

The building is an excellent example of early Vernacular ar­ 
chitecture executed in wood frame and has been restored to a very 
fine condition.  .-- f- .^ aJBfc
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Old Peabody Library building, pre^htly the Peabody His­ 
torical Library Museum/ housed the first^rree tax-supported library 
in the state. The town of Peabody was named in 1871 after Frank 
H. Peabody of Boston, an Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad 
executive. In May, 1874, Mr. Peabody visited the town, at which 
time he announced he would donate money for a library building, 
furniture, books and periodicals if the Peabody township (the 
town of Peabody was not yet incorporated) would secure four town 
lots for the site. He also agreed to pay for the landscaping of 
the property. The contract for construction was awarded to Topeka 
builders who finished the structure in the spring of 1875. The 
library was opened to the public on June 19, 1875, and the follow­ 
ing February the state legislature authorized the township to levy 
a tax to support the library.

The frame structure housed the library facilities until 1914 
when a new Carnegie library was constructed on the old location. 
The original building was moved to a city park and later to a 
schoolground. It was used as a utility building and for club 
meetings, and also stood idle for a number of years until 1960 
when planning for the 1961 Kansas centennial celebration aroused 
interest in preserving the building as a museum. Local citizens 
organized, obtained a $2,000 grant from the Marion County Histor­ 
ical Society and moved the structure to a lot near its original 
location, just east of the present library building. The old 
library building which now contains relics of early Peabody and 
Kansas history, was dedicated as a museum on July 3, 1961. It is 
operated and maintained by the Peabody Historical Society.

The Old Peabody Library is one of the few remaining early 
structures erected in the community and has local significance 
because of its service to the town in its formative years. The 
building has state significance because it was the firs^c free 
tax-supported library in Kansas.
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