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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

\Blair House is a two and one-half story building of brick
with mansard roofs, a two-sided porch (added¥in 1903? and a
variety of striking white window-hoods. The general plan is
asymmetrical. wFormerly adorned by decorative roof cresting and
two smaller entrance proches. Blair House for the most part
maintains its original appearance. "

On the interior, all partitions have been added or removed

as various uses dictated, two fireplaces were removed from the

first floor but the second and third floor remain unchanged. A
gymnasium and club rooms have been added to the south side (not
visible in photograph).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Blair House was desigped and built in 18@6:1881 by Iowa
architect Nilligmmfggtgyvgaﬁo also designed the county courthouse
on the other side of the city square. Built by Winfield Smouse
as a private home and later occupied by the Blair family (1882-
1898),ABlajr House has for a longer period of time served as a
community’building for social (Commercial Club, 1903-1926) and
civic (City Hall, 1926-1972) affairs.\

Architecturally, Blair House compliments the dominant
nineteenth century character of Washington's city square area.

It was the center of the private social life of Washington in
the late 19th century. Taken over by the Commercial Club in 1903,
the Blair House remained the center of the community's social 1ife
for many years as all the social clubs met in the building. The
addition of the hall on the southifntheied the use of the building
by the community. Veterans'organizations, rotary, etc., met here
for years. Celebrations, dances, and parties arg,sfﬁ]] being held
in the south addition known as the Legion Hall.

e
The use of the house as City Hall since 1926 has also increased
the building's importance to the city to the point that no other
building in the city is so tied to the social and commercial 1ife
of the community.

Because few Victorian homes remain in this area, the Blair
House stands as an architectural landmark. The home has been
referred to as "1ittle Terrace Hi11" due to its similarity to the
Terrace Hil1l Mansion in Des Moines, a National Register of Historic
Places site.




(Numerous accounts of activities in the home were published in
The Washington Press and the Washington Evening Journal, both
Tocal newspapers.)
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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