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|DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

' Saint George's Chapel is a brick structure, laid in Flemish bond,

" with a brick tower on the southwest corner. Overall dimensions are
42' by 32°'.

‘ The chapel originally had an upper story of windows that llghted
the gallery. There were two doors on each side wall, but no west
door. The original roof was not as steep as the present neo=-gothic
one. The interior has been restored to its original arrangement,
except for the upper windows.

The floor plan features two side aisles and cross=-aisles in:
front and back. A gallery extends the full length of the south,

north and west walls, and is supported by round columns. The windows,

pews, and pulpit, are modern replacements , since the original ,
furnishings were removed in 1850 and 1882. A tall pulpit with a
sounding board stands behind the Holy Table, in front of the restored

Palladian window. In the 1966 restoration, certain Victorian features,

including some stained glass and the Holy Table, were intentiomally
retained to serve as reminders of the changes that the church has
undergone.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The site of St. George's Chapel was bought in 1706 by a group
of Anglicans, but no edifice was erected until 1719. The first
regular minister, William Beckett, arrived in 1721 as a missionary
from the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. The congregatior
worshipped in this frame building until 1792, when it was destroyed
by fire. The present chapel, completed in 1794, was built of bricks
fired in a clamp that still can be seen in the woods nearby. The

¢ single-center plan, with the pulpit in the chancel, was unusual but
not unknown in Anglican worship.

In 1850 the box pews and the original pulpit were removed, the
Palladian window on the east was blocked up, new narrower windows
were put in the lower story, and a vestibule was erected in the west
end. '

The chapel was again modernized in 1882, when the walls were
cut down and the present high-pitched roof was installed. The side
galleries were removed, and a triple lancet window was installed
in the east wall. At the same time, the side windows were given
pointed tops, and the vestibule was removed. A porch was added to
the southwest doorway in 1916 and replaced in 1955 with the present
tower. :

Restoration in 1966, under the direction of Allen Wood-Fraser; "
A.I.A., and Samuel C.f ded i~local contractor, returned the
interior and th s g@y their original appearances.
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Richard S. Bailey, "Saint George's Chapel Indian River Hundred,
Sussex County, Delaware," The Archeolog, vol, XX, no., 2 (1968),
ppo "'70

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE - LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes :Seconds
Nw -] ) ” o » ] [o] ’ L] o . ”»
NE o . . o 33 41 08| 75 13 09
SE R - o » " L. 0 ’ ”
SW ad ’ » o ’ »
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 4~ )
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY ’ CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
NAME AND TITLE:
‘Mr. BEdward F. Heite, Historic Registrar ,
ORGANIZATION DATE
Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 6/26/72
STREET AND NUMBER:
_Hall of Records :
CITY OR TOWN: STATE cobE
Doverx Delaware . 10

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L.aw
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

" evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.

National (7] State [] Local ]

Name

Dx. E. Berkelley T¢mpkins

Director, Div, of Historical
and Cultural Affairs

Title

Date %" lq '7L

The recommended *C

. PR, ‘Dﬂ}m :
level of significance of this nomination is: o @aﬂﬂ
: Associate Dlrector Pr-f

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register. ’

ssional

Services
pate I / 30/ 23
ATTEST:

%Keeper of The National Register

Date 2/ )28/ >3
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