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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PH YSICAL'APPEAR ANC E

The site of the Continental Encampment is now a part of 

Brandywine Park. The troops camped on the east side of Brandywine, 

which, at this point, is preserved in its natural setting. An 

early mill race is still visible, on the site, a reminder of the 

extensive early milling industry on the Brandywine. Only one road 

has been cut through this part of the park
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Just before the Battle of Brandywine, Washington and his 

troops moved into Delaware, It would be the only time that most 

of the Continental Army would encamp on Delaware soil. Not knowing 

what Howe's strategy would be, Washington chose to camp first at 

Wilmington. The diary of Adjutant-General llmothy Pickering 

reported that on August 26

at 4a.m. we marched from our encampment to Brandywine 
Bridge, near Wilmington, then turning N.N.W. we 
proceeded a few miles and encamped near the east 
bank of the creek.

They stayed here a few days while Washington evaluated the situation 

and then moved to their encampment near Marshalton.

On December 21, 1777, 1500 Delaware and Maryland troops 

returned to the campsite. These troops, under the command of 

General William Smallwood, were to prevent occupation of Wilmington 

by the British and to protect the flour mills on the Brandywine.

The encampment site is now a part of Brandywine Park, a 

naturalistic city park developed under the direction of erick

Law Olmsted.
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