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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Naudain House, located outside the village of Taylors Bridge,, is a 
four-bay briek structure with a lower brick wing to the west. A division 
line in the brickwork on the north and south facades indicates that the 
house was originally a three-bay, side-hall structure, to which another bay 
and the lower wing were added . V\

The original, or east, end of the house contains a parlor with panelled 
east wall and a hall with an open stair in its southeast corner. Upstairs 
a north bedroom is situated above the entry hall and separated from the 
second floor hall by beaded field panelling. The east bedroom, with its 
nanelled east wall, has been, divided into several, smaller rooms by recently 
added partitions.- The second story detailing is simpler than that of the 
first floor, and does not contain the box details under the windows.

To the west of the hall at an early date a dining room on the first 
floor and a. bedroom on the second were added. Through both rooms 
communication with the lower wing is provided.

The attic remains unfinished and a basement supports only the eastern, 
or original, three-bay portion. The basement is laid in English bond. An 
arched chimney support remains in the east foundation wall, of the original 
section,

On the exterior the north facade is laid in Flemish bond with glazed 
headers, and in English bond below the beveled water table; the basement 
windows'are surmounted by segmental arches. A remaining belt course, 
exposed beam ends, and several courses of three-course common bond, 
evidence either a gallery porch or a pent eave that stretched along the 
north facade. located in the west center bay, the north portal is sur 
mounted by a rectangular light and protected by a oantilevered shed roof th 
may be a surviving segment of the pent eave.

The roof on the south facade, like the north, contains no dormers and 
is terminated by the chimney stacks at the east and west gable walls. The 
south wall is laid in three-course common bond, and resembles the north 
facade with its beveled water table and exposed beam ends. In contrast, 
however, the. east center bay contains no fenestration.

The east and. west gable walls are laid in three-course common bond. 
The east facade, which has been stuccoed, contains two symmetrically 
placed circular'windows in the gable, as opposed to rectangular gable 
windows in the newer west facade,

rphe lower wing shows evidence of having been almost completely rebuilt 
at least twice. A patch of early Flemish-bond brickwork survives where 
this winrr ioins the northwest corner of the main house.

rn 
rn

C

n
H
_L

o
tz



to
Z

o

U

ID

UJ 

UJ 
CO

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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The Huguenot House remains in the hands of descendants of Elias Naudain 

th<= man who is thought to have built it before 1735. Naudain wan a French 
Huguenot who was horn in Trembl ade, Franee^in 1681, In 1.685 he vTan 
carried to "England by bi^ family, who were forced to leave their homeland 
became of religious  persecution. After hi q father T G death in 1686, Elias 
Naudain's mother brought her children to America, where she married Jacob 
Ratier and settled in Na^nagansett. In 1691,, Ratier moved to New Ynrk, 
where he practiced maritime trades. The next few years of you?°<i "laudain 1 '! 
life are no4" recorded-^ hut by 171B, he had settled on the Apponidnimink and 
was an elder in the Presbyterian Church. Naudain may have been living on 
the farm at Taylor 1 ^- Bridge aR early as 1711, for he tried to obtain title 
to it in that year; not until 3735 did he buy the farm on which he had been 
living.

Upon his death in 1749, Elias Naudain left the farm to his eldest living 
non Andrew, who died intestate in 1769. Andrew f s widow remarried, and the 
farm passed to his son Elias, who died in 1801, leaving several heirn among 
whom the pronerfy was divided.

The Naudain family prospered and increased, until by the end of the. 
eighteenth century several of its members were among the leading citizens 
of St» Georges and A.pnoquiniinink hundreds. The owners of this house served 
in various local offices, and their relatives held nearly every important 
public, office in the county at one time or another,

Their house, little changed in its basin structure, remains an excellent 
example of the prosperous farmer's residence of Dre-revoluti.onarv Delaware,



Mary Camphpll Gary, "rrhe Naudain Homestead Houne, Taylor's Bridge, Delaware 
impiihLished winteri . paper. University of Delaware 1977 (Manv 
at the Oorbit-Sharn House, Odessa, Delaware).

Norland Papers, microfilm at the Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware
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7/15/72
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National CH State g] Local Q

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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Dr. F. Berkele^ Tbdbkin

Tit le Director. Hiv. rvF

and Cultural Affairs
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