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”*‘The Lum House probably was built by Samuel _Clement, who bought the
property from Andrew Peterson in 1724 an& built a mill nearby in 1736.
The house and mill were the property of Isaac Allman during the years
following the Revolution; from Allman, the property passed ultxmately to

~ his son-in-law and grandson, both named John Lum. When the Chesapeake and

Delaware Canal was built during the elghteen-twenties, Lum's millpond
provided water for the summit level. During the several rebuildings of
the canal during the nineteenth century, the outlet of Lums Pond was
moved to a new course, léaving the old mill stream dry.

e principal part of the house is a two-story, three-bay brick
house, laid in English bond on the sides and rear, and in Flemish bond
with glazed headers on the front (south) wall. It features a belt course
all around, and pent eaves between the first and second stories. The roof
and the west chimney are recent replacements. A three-bay brick extension
to the east was originally one story, laid in common bond. After 1809,
the extension was raised to two stories, but the roofline and fenestration
of the original wing can be detected in the brickwork. A stone rear wall
appears to be a later alteration to the wing—=( i

Nearby are ruined outbuildings of unknown age, and several newer

outbuildings. To the west stands the reconstructed Buck Tavern.
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The Lum House is an interesting specimen of }’Delaware farmhouse
built during the first half of the eighteenth century.

\ Legend states that it was the home of Samuel Davies, an early
Presbyterian leader who was one of the founders of Princeton Universit?.
Davies' parents lived about five miles away, but they may have moved here
during a religious dispute that resulted in their joining the nearby
St. George's Creek Presbyterian congregation.

The date of construction is not known. From architectural evidence
it would appear to have been built during the first quarter of the
eighteenth century. Geographical ev1dence argues convincmgly for its
construction after 1704; the road in front of the house to Whlch it is
oriented, was opened sometime between 1705 and 1725 -

Samuel Clement's mill, on this property, was one of the

earliest mill seats in the western part of New Castle County.-
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New Castle Warrants and Surveys, A2, #22

Deed Book G-1, 364

County loose road papers, 1826

Survey D3 #54, 200 acres called Kérby, for John Derby
Deed Book K-1, p. 382, deed of Hugh Watson to Samuel Clement
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

" evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

State

Local

o k]

Dr, E. Berkeley &ompki s

Title Director, Div. of Historical

and Cultural Affairs

Date

3~-1S8-78

National Register.

Jther ko

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

Chief, Office of Archeology and fﬁvic Preservation

Pate j 22/73
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (continued)---

Archives Deeds W6 #85, Hugh Watson to Samuel Clement (abstract)

Archives Deeds W6 #84, Hugh Watson to Hugh Edwards

New Castle County Loose Papers, May Session 1775, petitions and orders re. road

New Castle County Will Book L-1, p. 381, Will of Samuel Clemens
(signed '"Clement')

New Castle Warrant Al #29, State of Delaware to Isaac Allman

New Castle Chancery Case A #6, dated 1797 .

Will of Isaac Allman, dated 1802, probated 1804

New Castle County Administrator's Accounts, Estate of Isaac Allman

New Castle County loose road papers, undated map of St. Georges, endorsed
"Book C, p. 25"

Will and administration of John Lum, 1823 and 1828.

New Castle County Will Book #X-1, p. 51, Letters of administration for
estate of Isaac Allman Lum.
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