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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

BANNISTER HALL

'Standing in the midst of a large arboretum, Bannister Hall exhibi 
a five-bay frontage to the northwest. The main body of the structure 
measures forty-one and a half feet by twenty-six and a half feet, and 
is two-and-a-half stories' high. To the rear of the main portion is a 
two-story wing. The entire building is of frame construction, origina 
resting on brick footings; later a basement was dug, the footings now 
being supported by splayed brick retainers. The main portion is cover 
byahip roof, and capped by a Victorian cupola. r|Exterior details incl 
scroll brackets under the eaves, half-height windows near the attic 
floor level, and a hip-roofed porch stretching across the frontage.

The interior of the house is centered on the hall, which provide 
communication to the main rooms, second floor, and rear wing. To the 
northwest, the entry is edged by a stained glass transom and side 
lights. The stairway, along the northeast wall, is a straight run wi1 
out landings. Surrounding the hall is a varnished, embossed wallpapei 
wainscot. To the southwest of the hall is a large, two-bay parlor, 
filling the depth of the main body. In the southwest wall a fireplace 
with marble mantelpiece is centered, and a bay window extends the soul 
corner. To the northeast of the hall, the depth of the house is 
divided into a front room and a rear office. The detailing, throughout 
the main portion of the house, is rather simple, though executed in 
deep relief. The wood used in the trim is pine, painted to appear as 
rosewood.
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The second floor is disposed into four square main rooms, accessd 
from the hall. In addition, the front end of the hall is given to a 
smaller storage room, and an additional principal bedroom occupies a 
portion of the rear wing. The east room contains a bath and an en 
closed stair servicing^the attic. The attic, unfinished, contains a 
2,000-gallon cistern, fed by rain water.

The rear wing contains two first-floor rooms: a front room, now 
used as a dining room, and a kitchen. Through an enclosed, straight- 
run stair, access is given to two servants' rooms, backing the main 
bedroom to the front of the wing. To the extreme southeast of the 
rear wing is a summer kitchen.

BAYNARD HOUSE
n
T-

Located to the rear of Bannister Hall, the Baynard House stands 
two stories high, one room deep, and three bays wide. To the main 
brick portion a lower frame wing, two rooms in length, has been added 
apparently in two stages. \

The brick portion is composed of a main room with flanking south 
hall. The main room is belted by a chair rail and features a simply 
detailed fireplace with flanking cupboard and enclosed winding stair.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
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£3 Architecture 
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f~] Conservation
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[~~| Engineering 
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tH Theater

[~| Transportation

II Urban Planning 

O Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bannister Hall, with its square lines and cupola, is typical of 
Delaware country mansions of the Victorian, period. However, as far 
as can be determined, it may have been the first pre-fabricated house 
erected in Delaware.

In 1865 John Anthony of Troy, New York declined an offer to 
stand as a gubernatorial candidate, and moved to Delaware to grow 
peaches. Since John Anthony was a building contractor, all the matejials 
including the weathefFoarHs, balusters, woodwork, and plumbing, were 
cut and fully prepared in Troy. After their arrival by freight cars, 
the members were erected on waiting foundations outside of Smyrna in 
1866. The house and lands have been inherited, in turn, by James 
Anthony and William Anthony, the present occupant and owner.

To the rear of Bannister Hall stands a modified Resurrection 
Manor style house with a corbelled brick cornice. This brick house 
is dated about 1750 and is believed to have been called Baynard 
House or Fox Hall. According to family legend the Fox Hall estate 
became Bannister Hall in 1886, when family illness required the 
placement of two railings on the stairs in the main house.

Bannister Hall is locally famous for a large grove of trees 
surrounding the house. John Anthony began the arboretum by planting 
an avenue leading to Bannister Hall. Since then, both James and 
William Anthony have added to the collection. The park now contains 
over one hundred species, of both foreign and local origin*,
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY
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Degrees Minutes Seconds
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

39 17 20

LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

75 37 19

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
(X)

rn 
rn

•z.
*/»

STATE: CODE COUNTY

COUNTY:

NAME AND Tl TLE:
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Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National State Local

Name

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

Dr. E. Berkeley

Title Director, Div. of Historical 
and Cultural Affairs
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7. DESCRIPTION - BAYNARD HOUSE (continued)  

The second story is disposed into a rear hallway, north front room of 
two bays and a single-bay south room. The attic remains unfinished, 
and the dirt-floor basement is enclosed by stone rubble foundation walls

On the exterior the front, or northwest, facade is laid in 
Flemish bond with five-course common bond below the first floor level. 
The entry, located in the south bay, is surmounted by a rectangular 
light and spanned, as are the windows, by a header brick lintel. A 
corbelled brick cornice distinguishes the front and rear facades.

The northeast and southwest gable walls are laid in common bond, 
and each features two attic windows symmetrically placed. The north 
facade is capped by a chimney.
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