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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A house built of native prairie sod in 1886, is located at. 4610 Robb 
Street in Wheat Ridge. The walls are 30 inches thick. The hipped roof 
consists of deeply weathered hand-hewn wood slab shingles. The dimension 
of the house are approximately 31 ft wide x 31 ft long. The sidewalls 
are 8 ft high with a roof height of 12 feet. The windows are plate glass 
with sills and door being made of wood. Hog wire holds the sod in place 
with clumps of Woodbine growing in the walls. The interior is divided 
in three rooms with the plastered walls covered with wallpaper. A concrete 
floor was poured over the original wood floor in 1938^ The house is in 
very good condition considering the construction material and age.
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To the best of our knowledge, this is the only sod house that 
originally exists in this area. A transcript which exists shows 
the sod house was built on the site which was originally bounty 
land_given to gter^a-o.E New Mexican Volunteer s--Nava jo Indian
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(. v^-War by~?resijclent ̂ Andrew^Jackeon on October 1, 1867. Sod houses 
--j/ were never common to the Denver area, as logs were used for 
'lx/ //-building materials. To find one in such good condition and built 

so long ago is rare and unique. It is very important that the City 
of Wheat Ridge acquire and preserve this rarity, for its educational 
and historical values are priceless. To gain the importance of 
the National Register of Historic sites will help the city to 
achieve this goal.

The city of Wheat Ridge would like to acquire the land around 
it for a public park, and put the sod house to some sort of public 
use, such as a library or museum.

The House has been used as a residence almost continuously 
from the 1880's until the summer of 1972.
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Boyd A. Kraemer, Director of Parks and Recreation
ORGANIZATION DATE

City of Wheat Ridge - Jan. 24, 1973
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P.O. Box 610
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Wheat Ridge
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National n State n Local (3

Stephen H. Hart

Title r.nlrvrflrin Sl-af-fi T.iaison Officer

Date j( -^^ — / ^

STATE

Colorado 80033
CODE

08

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and HisKclric Preservation
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