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The old house was a remarkably well-planned and comfortable residence,
even being equipped with an early cocling device consisting of a system of
ducts under the floor through which flowed cool water from a nearby creek.
An unpublished history, written probably in the 1890's by an unnamed author,
describes the old house,

"The old Tapia residence on the hill was abandoned and a new one built
at the highest point of the east bank of the Arroyo, 29Pth of the vineyard.
Labor and expense was not spared in its construction. 4 The usual style of
architecture was followed; two large east and west wings to the main south
frontage, having a spacious patio in the center. The walls were built of
heavy brick made of the red clay dug from the hills and roofed with thatcheg
covered with brea mixed with tallow.# The brea for this purpose was obtained
at great expense, from the La Brea Rancho, southwest of Los Angeles, and
transported the entire distance of about 50 miles in crude two-wheeled
carts, by oxen driver Andrew A. Rubio, then a young lad. The Rains home
was a center of social 1ife and, attracted by the hospitality of its
* master, the beauty of its mistress, the sparkling wines and the festivities,
there frequently gathered the representative wealthy and elite of the
south,”

The house is still surrounded by a number of fine old trees and
shrubs, dating back to the days of John Rains, and by a small orange grove.
It had been repaired and maintained, given a new roof and somewhat re-
modeled, by subsequent owners who lived in it, until its recent sale. Since
then the place has stood empty, and without protection, has been the target
of vandals. The Rains house has been acquired by San Bernardino County,
and procedures are under way for its protection and preservation.
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/4?:prehistoric Indian settlement, the site of the Rains house at
Cucamonga has been well known to Spaniards, Mexicans, and Americans since
Anza camped there in 1774. He called it Ar#oyo de los Osos, and it is

still known as Bear Gulch.//

Cucamonga was a stop on the ancient MQJave Indian trail from the
Colorado River to the coast, and on the~ 614~ Spanish Trail from Santa Fe
to Los Angeles. In 1853, when the Mormons/broke out a direct road from
Los Angeles to San Bernardino, it branched from the Cajon Pass road at
Cucamonga. This San Bernardino road was continued east through San
Timoteo Canyon, and thence through either Ban Gorgonio Pass or Warners to
the Colorado River. Cucamonga was not only a stopping place, but also an
important road junction, through the 1880' , for routes through the two
main gateways to southern California.

The site was noted or described in t é Spanish accounts of Anza,
Font, Garces, Nuez, and Zalvidea, and by most of the American explorers
and travelers in the area -- Whipple and ?lake of the railroad survey,
Heap of the Beale expedition, a number of 49ers, W. H. Jackson, Dr.
81liott Coues tracing the Garces route in 1865, and Judge Benjamin Hayes
of Los Angeles, as well as young Herman Mellen on his way to help build
the Silver King mill at Calico. Thus Spanish explorers and messengers,
missionaries looking for likely locations for inland missions, Santa Fe
traders with their pack trains, American trappers, Indian horse-thieves
and the authorities sent to punish them, New Mexican and American immi-
grants, U.S. government railrocad and wagon route surveyors, gold seekers,
workers and wagon freighters bound for the desert mines, recruits for the
desert forts, and local travelers between southern California ranchos and
communities, all knew the Cucamonga site.

In mission days there was an Indian rancheria at Cucamonga. Soon
the San_Gabriel-Fethers, expanding their influence and their range,
established a cattle ranch there.

In 1839 Rancho Cucamonga was granted to Tiburcio Tapia, who built
an adobe house near the top of Red Hill. His mayordomo was Jose Maria
Valdez. At his death from accidental poisoning in 1845, his daughter
inherited the rancho, and it was managed by her husband, Victor Prudhomme.
A legend has it that Sr. Tapia buried a:treasure under a tree somewhere
near the adobe, and diggers through the years have assisted the disinte-
gration of the adobe, so that no sign of it remains.
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8. Statement of Significance

John Rains House

Tapia had planted a small vineyard, but
one, and erected the first commercial winery

|

Rains developed a large new
in California, which survives

as State Historical Tandmark #490.

In 1860 Rains also began building a new brick house, at the east foot
of the hill, and across the creek from the T4pia adobe. It is believed to
be the oldest fired-brick residence still sténding in San Bernardino County.
The next year the Rains family moved into thé new house. During the Civil
War, a large amount of supplies for the army was raised on Rancho Cucamonga,
and sold at a reasonable price, although Rains' sympathies were with the

South.
the property.

While traveling from Cucamonga to Los Angeles in November 1862,.John Rain

was murdered.

The case was never solved.

But after some unfortunate business ventures, Rains had to mortgage

|

The life of Mrs. Rains, believed

by some to be implicated in it, was threatened.

Ramon Carrillo, advisor

Ul

to Mrs. Rains, and overseer of the rancho, was also waylaid near Rubottom's
station and murdered in April 1864. Two months later, Mrs. Rains married
his brother, Jose Carrillo.

Reduced to desperate financial straits, Maria Merced Williams de Rains-
Carrillo, the proud, spoiled, and once wealthy granddaughter of Don Antonio
Mario Lugo, continued to fill the old house with the gay social life to which
she had been accustomed, though sometimes she was forced to depend for sub-
sistence on small "loans" from neighbors and|friends, such as her tenant,
William Rubottom, who ran the Cucamonga stage station nearby. Little by
little, parts of the rancho were foreclosed or sold, until finally, in the
1870's, it was entirely lost to her and she Toved away. The land was then
subdivided.
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8. Significance

Prudhommes.

In 1859 John Rains, son-in-law of Isaac Williams, sold his wife's
interest in the Chino Rancho, and bought the Cucamonga Rancho from the

Immediately he set about improving the place.
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