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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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The Montgomery Powder Magazine is significant as one of the two
surviving Confederate storage facilities in the state. (The other
‘standing facility is located in Eufaula.)

Located at theHEnh.of Eugene Street on the Alabama River waterfront
in Montgomery, the magazine was possibly copied from one built as early
as 1840 by the, mercharts of Montgomery when the city passed an ordinance
requiring all gunpowder be stored outside the city limits to prevent a
possible explosion within the town. The magazine was located near the
Alabama River to facilitate the use of water transportation.

On Marcﬁ,], 1861, the State of Alabama purchased the one acre site
from William P. AAshley and throughout the War Between the States powder
for the Confederate Army was stored there. After the war, the building
was used for general storage.

At the present time, the building is unused. A historic/recreationa
park is being planned by the Corps of Engineers and Landmarks of Mont-
gomery, Inc. A restoration of the Powder Magazine is included in the
plans.
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The Powder Maga21ne is. a4/ one-story building of brick construction
measuring 37 feet by 28 feet., It is architecturally 1nteresting in
that a triple barrel arch was employed for protection in case of a powder
explosion. . " 5?' ~
The walls are. 34~inches thick and although the building has no
windows, there are ‘smal. rholps which provide ventilation. On the side
elevations there are fiveisuch openings placed 10 feet above ground level.

Front and rear elevations have similar openings along the cornice line.

The slate roof is hipped and is orlglnal The cornice is brick set
in a pattern. o

There is one entrance which has an iron sill and iron bars in the
transom above. A flat brick arch tops the doorway and two steps lead
up to it. 3

The interior consists of one room with brick flooring. Four piers
and four engaged columns support the triple barrel arch which runs the
length of the structure.
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