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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Monroe County Courthouse is a good example of 'Eclecticism'in its 
freedom of design, although, it is not as ornate as most eclectic struc 
tures. The building is basically in three sections, each of a different 
shape. The east portion is a two-story unit with cross halls intersecting 
at lobbies on both floors. This section of the building is topped by an 
octagonal clock tower with four clocks, one facing each direction. Each 
of the offices around the lobbies is triangular shaped. Each office has a 
coal burning fireplace.

The central section is a three-story oval shaped building. The probate 
office was located on rthercfirst floor flanked by curved covered walkways 
on the outside. Upstairs is a two-story oval courtroom.

The western unit of the courthouse is a simple three-story rectangular 
structure which housed additional offices, as well as witness and jury 
rooms for the courtroom. Each room had a coal burning grate.

The brickwork of walls and pilasters are of pinkish tan brick. S
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The old Monroe County Courthouse is a prominent Alabama literary 
landmark because of its association with Harper Lee and Truman Capote, 
as well as a structure significant to Monroe County as its seat of 
government from 1903 to 1967.

The building was constructed in 1903. During their early years, 
Truman Capote and Harper Lee were next door neighbors in Monroeville. At 
that time, the courthouse was the scene of social occasions, as well as 
the center of political and legal transactions. Both Capote and Lee 
mention the structure in their writings. Mn Capote's autobiographical 
book, A Christmas Memory, there is a brief mention of it, however, Harper 
Lee in her Pulitzer Prize winning novel, To Kill a Mockingbird, made the 
courthouse a central setting of her book. The courthouse was used exten 
sively in the filming of the book which starred Gregory Peck. ^

When a new courthouse was completed in 1967, the old courthouse was 
retained and now both structures occupy the courthouse square. The buildin; 
is now used as the Monroe County Museum and for offices. The Monroe County 
Museum and Historical Society uses the courtroom for i£s^Bpi^iy meetings.
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