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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Donnell House is a two story frame structure with a two story 
portico across the front. Originally the house was T-shaped, consisting 
of a front section and a central wing. Rooms have been added onto either 
side of the rear wing, making the house roughly rectangular.

The structure measures 54'6" by 54'6". The roof is gabled and there 
are two end-exterior chimneys, one on either side of the front section, and 
a rear exterior chimney.

In the center of the facade four square columns support a simple 
pediment. Matching pilasters are located at either end of the portico. 
The main entrance is framed with a transom and sidelights with a heavy 
rectangular architrave above. A similar doorway above gives access to a 
small balcony with wooden balusters.

The original windows, four of which remain across the front, are given rn 
an unusual treatment. Each window consists of a central double hung window m 
with 9 lites per sash, and two narrow side windows, also double hung, which 
are one lite wide and 6 lites tall. These side windows are covered by the 
shutters. Z

oo
The interior of the building originally consisted of one room on either 

side of a central reception hall. These rooms measure 19 f 6" by 19'6", and 
have large matching mantels. The entrance hall, which measures 13' by 19'6" 
contains a plain classical double run staircase. The bannister rail is c- 
curved and there are two slender carved balusters per tred. O

H
To the rear of this entrance hall is a rear hall which contains a 

similar staircase. Immediately to the rear of the cross hall is a large 
dining room with a mantel similar to those in the front rooms. A long 
porch is thought to have extended the length of the rear wing on the left 
side. The second floor duplicated the first.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Donnell Home was the residence of Robert Donnell, an early 
religious leader in North Alabama. Later the house served a variety of 
educational purposes.

Robert Donnell was born in North Carolina in 1784 and in 1798 he 
emigrated to Tennessee. There in 1810 he was received as a candidate for 
the ministry by the Cumberland Presbytery at the first meeting after its 
reorganization and was ordained by the same in October 1811. Donnell was 
one of the compilers of the Confession of Faith and Discipline of the ' ... 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church and was an enlightened exponent and an 
invincible defender of its doctrines.

In the 1820 ! s he moved south and established the Presbyterian Church 
in Athens. He spent the rest of his life as a religious leader in this 
north Alabama town, constructing his home in 1840^,, Upon his death in 1855 
the house passed to his son, James W. S. Donnell who occupied the house 
during the Civil War.

In 1869, Judge Joshua P. Coman raised $2,500 by public subscription 
to establish the Athens Male College in the Donnell home. Ten years later 
the house was purchased by the City of Athens and became part of the city 
Public School campus.

In 1889 it was deeded to the North Alabama Experiment Station and 
Agricultural School. In 1936 the City of Athens became the owner and the 
structure was used as an educational facility of the city high school.

At present the Donnell House is threatened by the Athens School Board 1 ! 
desire to demolish this HABS landmark, even though it is structurally sound 
and architecturally significant .
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