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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Donnell House is a two story frame structure with a two story
portico across the front. Originally the house was T-shaped, consisting
of a front section and a central wing. Rooms have been added onto either
side of the rear wing, making the house roughly rectangular.

The structure measures 54'6" by 54'6". The roof is gabled and there
are two end-exterior chimneys, one on either side of the front section, and
a rear exterior chimney.

In the center of the facade four square columns support a simple
pediment. Matching pilasters are located at either end of the portico.
The main entrance is framed with a transom and sidelights with a heavy
rectangular architrave above. A similar doorway above gives access to a
small balcony with wooden balusters.

The original windows, four of which remain across the front, are given
an unusual treatment. Each window consists of a central double hung window
with 9 lites per sash, and two narrow side windows, also double hung, which
are one lite wide and 6 lites tall. These side windows are covered by the
shutters.

The interior of the building originally consisted of one room on either
side of a central reception hall. These rooms measure 19'6" by 19'6", and
have large matching mantels. The entrance hall, which measures 13' by 19'6"
contains a plain classical double run staircase. The bannister rail is
curved and thére are two slender carved balusters per tred.

To the rear of this entrance hall is a rear hall which contains a
similar staircase. Immediately to the rear of the cross hall is a large
dining room with a mantel similar to those in the front rooms. A long
porch is thought to have extended the length of the rear wing on the left
side. The second floor duplicated the first.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Donnell Home was the residence of Robert Donnell, an early
religious leader in North Alabama. Later the house served a variety of
educational purposes.

Robert Donnell was born in North Carolina in 1784 and in 1798 he
emigrated to Tennessee. There in 1810 he was received as a candidate for
the ministry by the Cumberland Presbytery at the first meeting after its
Yeorganization and was ordained by the same in October 1811. Donnell was
one of the compilers of the Confession of Faith and Discipline of the . ..
Cumberland Presbyterian Church and was an enlightened exponent and an
invincible defender of its doctrines.

In the 1820's he moved south and established the Presbyterian Church
in Athens. He spent the rést of his life as a religious leader in this
north Alabama town, constructing his home in 1840.  Upon his death in 1855
the house passed to his son, James W. S. Donnell who occupied the house
during the Civil War.

In 1869, Judge Joshua P. Coman raised $2,500 by public subscription
to establish the Athens Male College in the Donnell home. Ten years later
the house was purchased by the City of Athens and became part of the city
Public School campus.

In 1889 it was deeded to the North Alabama Experiment Station and
Agricultural School. In 1936 the City of Athens became the owner and the
structure was used as an educational facility of the city high school.

At present the Donnell House is threatened by the Athens School Board's
desire to demolish this HABS landmark, even though it is structurally sound
and architecturally significant. o




Material on file, Alabama Historical Cammission. Supplied by Mrs.
Thamas E. Edwards, President, Limestone County Historical Bociety

Marks, Henry S. Who Was Who In Alabama, Huntsville: The Strode

Publishers, 1972.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE properTY | O DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° ’ " ° ’ ” 34 ° 47 ' 46 - 86 ° 58 ' 03"~
NE o ' ” o ’ L]
SE (-] v ” o ’ »
SW o ’ » o ' »
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: less than 1 acre .
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY souma*ﬂ \é/g"_u ;']0/
STATE: CODE | COUNTY i) |/ #QDE
¢
i
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: copR
a:f Rug ;
| 1pm72]
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: el A caD
) NATong 2]
i REGiSTER| S
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: @\/)\ Aﬁi,QWE
A
NAME AND TITLE: . .
W. Warner Floyd, Executive Director
ORGANIZATION . . . . DATE
Alabama Historical Commission August 1,
1973

STREET AND NUMBER:

305 S. Lawrence St.

CITY OR TOWN: Nk)ntg STATE ! ] ]

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set Aﬂ [

forth by the Nati 1 Park S ice. The re mended
or v the Rational Fark service € recom Chief, Office of Archeology and|Historic Preservation

level of significance of this nomination is:
National State Local

pae  TNG)23
Name 4%& /? M ATTEST /[ /’/

Tite S NLPO - Al

Keepgr of Th ational Register(
Date M g /¢7 2 Date & ‘/ ’ .7 =

4

GPO 901.087

33

SNOITLONAALSNI



