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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

ﬁ‘The Belfast Masonic Hall is a three and a half story brick building

with mansard roof and a?féprwstory tower at the northwest corner. The
building is set on a granite foundation and measures 83%' on High Street
and 54' on Main Street. The walls of the building are brick with free-

stone trim.

The windows ére doublé hung on the upper floors. The mansard roof
and the steep pitched roof of the tower are covered with asphalt shingles.
The top of the tower has battlemented cresting. Dormers in the mansard
roof have single or pained windows and are double hung.

There are shops and a bank on the first floor and the building has
been altered at this level for the convenience of these businesses. Other
than these changes there have been no alterations to the exterior of the
building. The second floor of the building is used for office space.
Tﬁe'third aﬁd'fourﬁh floor of the building are the Masonic Lodge rooms

and Hall.

338§

SNOILONYLSNI




INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Pre-Columbian| [] 16th Century [0 18th Century [ 20th Century
[ 15th Century {J 17th Century k1 19th Century
'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1877-18 72
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [J Education [ Peolitical
[J Prehistoric [] Engineering [ Religion/Phi.
[ Historic [ industry losophy
[ Agriculture (] Invention {1 Science r
[A Architecture [ Landscape [ Sculpture
O Art Architecture [1 Social/Human
] Commerce [ Literature itarian
[J Communications (] Military [] Theater
] Conservation [ Music [OJ Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

By the year 1875 the?e were four Lodges of Masons in Belfast, the
oldest having been founded in 1817 as Phoenix Lodge #24. All of these
Lodges met in the Masonic Hall which at that time was the third story
of the HigH%Schdol 6n-Church~Street. Fire destroyed the Hall on May 24,
1875, so dﬁfing the ygér>1876 the Masonic Temple Association of Belfast
was incorpofa;e& fgf‘thé p@rpose of procuring a lot and erecting a new
Masonic Hall.

" The lot was prééured in 1877 for $7,500. and the building was com—
pleted in_l§1§#§p a total cost of $35,000. including the land. The

architect was George M. Har@iﬁg of Boston. Israel Wood Paqyég was the

v
builder and Charles Henry 3yé; was the master of brickwork.
The building that the Masons erected was a lovely structure de-
signed to serve several purposes, and herein lies it significance.

This is one of the largest and more elaborately decorated buildings

in Belfast. It was decorated in this fashion to serve as the focal

point for Masonic activity in Belfast, but was at the same time built
as a functional entity to serve the commercial needs of the City of
Belfast. This fine building is now at the hub of the commercial dis-

trict in Belfast. It is the only building of its type in Belfast and

(See Continuation Sheet)
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Williamson, Joseph & Johnson, Alfred.

in the State of Maine, Vol. II, (Boston:
PP.

History of the City of Belfast
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1913)
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Maine Historic Preservation Commission * Oct., 1972
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31 Western Avenue
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STATE CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [] State [7] Local

&

Name

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

(Fihan B Uty

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hjs}oric Preservation

Keeper¥of The National
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

and worked in Belfast since 1817.

one of the few elaborately decorated commercial buildings in the State
of Maine. It stands out as a fine example of a late 19th century commercial

architecture, and yet remains as a memorial to those Masons who have lived
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