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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Beg1nn1ng at a point in Penobscot Bay west of Blockhouse Point, which
point is the intersection of Latitude 44023'42" and Longitude 68049 52",
thence easterly through Wadsworth Cove crossing a neck of land, then through
Hatch Cove to a point in Hatch Cove, which point is the intersection of
Latitude 44924'09" and Longi tude 68°047'09"; thence souther]g to a point on
Henry Point, which point is the 1ntersect10n of Latitude 44%23'03" and
Longi tude 68046 50"; thence westerly through Castine Harbor to a point in
Penobscot Bay southwest of Dice Head which point is the intersection of
Latitude 44°22'38" and Long1tude 68° 49 42" ; thence northerly to the point
of beginning.

The area herein described encompasses an area of 1,800 + acres of land

and water. 7

The town of Castine consists of a cross section of late 18th agg/fgth
century architecture. There are early gcapes, several magnificent Fegeral
Period houses, an abundance of Greek §é§1val architecture and several elab-
orate summer houses of the Tate 19th €entury! ”Intermingled with these are
all nature of histori¢ sites: A British qut from the Revolution, the site
of a Frengh fort1f1c?z1on of an earlier period, the site of the greatest
navyal deféat in American H1story dnd even the very visible remains of a
Capal du§ by British troops in 17/9. The only thing Castine would need to
made the setting one of perfection is a 1ighthouse, and it has one. :
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Castine was in the early 17th century a small fortified tragfhg post
called Pentagoet. It was selected, as early as 1@38? for this purpose by
the Plymouth Company. Over the next forty years, it passed back and forth
between the French and the English and in 1674 it was even captured by the
Dugch and held for two years. Among those persons who temporarily held
Pentagoet at various times was a young soldier from southern Frapte, Baron
Jean Vincent de Saint Castin.

Baron de Saint Cas;iﬁ settled among the Tarratines at Pentagoet fol-
lowing his discharge from the-service of the King of France about 1667.
He quickly learned the native 1language and opened a very lucrative trade
with the Indians. One of his wives was the daughter of Madockawando,
Sagamore of the Tarratines. Castin returned to France in later years
having amassed a small fortune and Teft his property at Pentagoet to a son
called the "younger Castin". The younger Castin was captured by the
British in 1725 and taken to Boston, from where he never returned.

Following these events the settiement at Pentagoet fell to ruin and
was eventually abandoned about 1744. 1In 1759, Governor Pownall wrote of
an abandoned French settlement called Pentagoet which had once been a
pleasant habitation. In 1760, Pentagoet was resettled but this time by
men of English descent, who were as displeased as the rest of the colonies
with the mismanagement of English rule. In July of 1775, the inhabitants
of Castine seized five sloops sent to Maine for wood by the governor of
Massachusetts. The crews were captured and sent to American headquarters
at Cambridge.

On June 17, 1779, four British ships carrying seven hundred troops
from Halifax arrived at Castine. Their purpose was to establish an out-
post on what was to be the western boundary of New Ireland, which was to
be a haven for Loyalists following the war. One of the ships departed and
the other three took up a position at the entrance to the harbor between
Nautilus Island and the peninsula. The troops, along with some of the
citizens from the village, began clearing the highest point of land on the
peninsula in preparation for the construction of Fort George. When word
of these preparations reached Massachusetts, a fleet under the command of
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Dudley Saltonstall set xiveéd at Castine on July 25, 1779. After
several attempts, the Amer ly established a beachhead on July 28
on the western shore of the pen1nsu1a Saltonstall was reluctant to fire
upon the three British ships in the harbor and this was what cost the Ameri-
cans a victory. At the appearance of a small British Squadron in Penobscot,
Saltonstall decided to debark the American troops and retreat up the river.
His retreat cost the Americans their whole fleet of forty-six ships.

Fort George was finally finished and the town remained in British hands
until the conclusion of peace. The British came again in 1814 and repaired
the fort that they had originally built. They, at one time during the oc-
cupation, had four thousand troops in Castine. They also occupied Fort
Madison, largest of the Castine batteries, which had been built by the United
States in 1811. No attempt was made to dislodge the British from Castine
where they remained until 1815, and they hardly disrupted the prosperity of
the small community. Fort George was never garrisoned again but Fort Madison
was reconstructed and garrisoned during the Civil War by U.S. troops.

Castine was set off from the town of Penobscot and incorporated in the
year 1796. Penobscot had been the county seat, but because the county build-
ings were in the village of Castine, she became the county seat at her in-
corporation as a separate town. Castine remained the county seat until 1838
when the courts were moved to Ellsworth.

During the period following the war of 1812, Castine was one of the
wealthiest towns of its size in New England. It is during this period that
many of the fine buildings and residences were constructed. Castine was at
this time a large fishing and shipping port, and during this period she pros-
pered economically and her population grew. During the mid-nineteenth cen-
tury with the advent of better land transport and better roads Castine began
to feel the economic pinch. Because of her geographical position, Castine
was left outside the mainstream of commercial expansion. The commercial im-
portance of Castine ended with the death of the sailing ship.

This did not, however, mean the death of Castine. Since the year 1867,
there has always been in the town of Castine an Educational Institution. The
Eastern State Normal School was founded that year and continued until 1942
when the Maine Maritime Academy took over its facilities. The schools of
Castine have been a stabilizing factor, and unlike so many of the small towns
in Maine that have died when their economic base had gone, Castine remains
as a flourishing community.

The very that this late 18th - early 19th century village exists today
is precisely because Castine is off the beaten track. Castine has been
saved and preserved, and we, the citizens of the twentieth century, are for-
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tunate that such an important and significant part of our history physically
exists on the coast of Maine.

The Castine Historic District is justifiable on its history alone. In-
deed it is one of the most historic villages on the coast of New England.
Castine merits National Register recognition from another perspective as well;
for although there are no great mansions in Castine, the sum total of its
parts add up to an almost undisturbed 18th and 19th century environment. From
the environmental and aesthetic perspective, Castine has few rivals. In addi-

tion to its aesthetic and historical integrity, the peninsula benefits from
being almost surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean.
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