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The 0ld Vest Church (1823-1825) and churchyard are located
along a maple-lincd road approximately eight tenths of a mile
south of Xent's Corner. The style of the bulldlno night be
called "Colonial Survival” as it is reminiscent of late 18th
century southern New England churches.

‘QThe structure is rectangular in plan, sheathed with white
clapboards and has its gable end towards the road. The
steeple is located at the front gable end and is constructed
in three tiers. The third tier is octagonal and a green oval
is painted in each panel forming the octagon. This is sur-
1ount°d by a 0u11dcd wooden veatncrvanb.\\

There arc three main entrances arranged symetrically along the
front olcvation, each flanked by a wooden pilaster and the
whole capped by a’'shallow cornice. These entrances open into
a one story vestibule. Doors, corresponding to the entrances,
open . from the vestibule into the two story meeting room.
Stairs lead from either end of the vestibule to a second

The meeting room is flooded with light by two tiers of small
paned, clear glass windows. MSOverhanging galleries supported
by square posts are located along the front and side walls
leaving a two story central clear span and an unobstructed
alter. The church contains 1its orlolnal unpainted pine box
pews with raised panel doors and side walls™ The structure
has never been electrified and is heated by two wood-burning
stoves located under the rear gallery. Large wooden letters
were set out in a broad semi-circle above the alter in 1886
and read "REMOVE NOT THE ANCIENT LANDHARX WHICH THY FATHERS
HAVE SET",

The structure has undergone amazingly few alterations. They
are as follows:

1. he pulpit was originally the height of the balconies.
It was lowered a few years after construction.

. The stoves were added in 1831.

3. Lightning struck theCStee: . Repairs were
made and the wcather\ann 15{reg&aced at this time.
/\' 11”-"’Lv1 .

story vestibule which in turn provides access to the galleries.

43¢

SNOILLONY LS NI



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

[J Pre-Columbian| O 16th Century
1 15th Century [ 17th Century

[ 18th Century
[ 19th Century

D 20th Cenfury

'SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known)

Abor iginal [} Edueation
[1 Prehistoric [C] Engineering
[ Historic [ Industry
[ Agriculture ] !nvention
3@ Architecture [] Landscape
] Art Architecture
[J Commerce ] Literature
[0 Communications [ Military
{0 Conservation [ Music

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Political
Religion/Phi-
fosophy
Science
Sculpture
Social/Human-
itarian

Theoter

o0 000 @0

Transportation

O

Urban Planning

[T} Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

As a result,

the

The 01ld West Church, and its surrounding environment, has
undercone almost no alterations in design or pattern of
usage since its construction.
is an extremely valuable historic resource for interprcting
the religious patterns, arciaitectural tastes, and quality
of life of carly 192th century rural Vermont.

structure
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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