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Present Physical Appearance: The Governor John Wentworth House is a two
and a_half story wooden dwelling.with a central hallway, three main chimneys
and a hip_roof. The front elevation is divided symmetrically into five bays|
with a Federal-style doorway defining the central axis. The house possesses
unusually lavis exterior trim, including a modillioned doorway portico (now
enclosed as a vestibule) supported by two Tuscan columns, quoined corners,

-~ a total of seven dormers with segemental and triangular pediments, a roof
--balustrade, a modillioned main_cornice, and an elaborate Federal-style fencd
with paneled posts surmounted by carved wooden urns with gadrooned bottoms.

The interior finish is still more elaborate. The stairway is one of the
finest in Portsmouth, having three elaborately turned and fluted balusters
on each tread, carved stalr brackets, and fine paneling under the soffit of
the upper run, along the walls, and under the main run. The stairway is
separated from the front of the entry hall by a paneled arch supported on
fluted pilasters. T

The main parlor of the house, to the left of the fromt door, is omne of
the best-preserved rooms in southeastern New Hampshire. Its focal point is
a carved mantelpiece having a frieze decorated with carved dolphin elements
which are nearly identical with those illustrated in Plate 63 of William
Kent's Designs of Inigo Jones (1727), The same room is embellished with
double-paneled wainscotting, a dentiled cornice, corner pilasters, and
eighteenth century red flock wallpaper (with papier-maché borders) said to
have been on the walls during John Wentworth's occupancy.

The sitting room to the right of the front door is of similar richness,
having fluted corner pilasters and a Federal-style mantlepiece.

The kitchen of the house is located in a wing that extends along Wentwort
_Street. Its:chimney:stilliretains Rumford cooking apparatus that was probabl

installed by Ebenezer Wentworth, owner of the house after 1810. ./
s sOriginal:Physical Appearance: A floor plan of the house_drawn.in:1775
(New Hampshire Historical Society Collections) proves that the structure's
. present appearance is essentially identical with its eighteenth century

aspect. This document, and a site plan drawn in 1808 (New Hampshire Historig¢

..Society.Collections), show that there wasioriginally’an:outbuilding with an
office, wash house and tower in the rear garden. No trace of this building
remains. The major change that has occurred to the main house was the
addition of a large brick nursing home at the south side and rear in 1927
--a change carried out with minimum damage to the original building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

" Construction of’'the Johi Wentworth House has been precisely dated at
1763. The building was constructed for Henry Appletony merchant sold the
property to Mark Hunking Wentworth when the house was about a year .old.
Wentworth, the father of the Governor JOQB/Wentworth, made the house avail-
able as an official residence for his son when the latter returned to New
Hampshire from England in 1767 as the new Royal Governor.,The elder
Wentworth retained ownership of the property until 1730; ‘when he transferrq
the. title to his daughter Anna and her husband John Fisher. The Fishers
owned the house and land until 1797, and.John Wentworth continued to live
there until June, 1775. On February 14;/i797, the Fishers sold the house to
Peter Coffin, a Portsmouth merchant, and its ownership thus passed from
Wentworth-related hands for the first time since 1764.

Architecture:”The house is one of a group of four surviving dwellings
owned by members of the Wentworth family during the mid-eighteenth century,
and bears all the architectural richness associated with the other houses d
the family. Each of these buildings has unusually-rich.joiner!s work.and
carving, and each represents the finest achlevement of the pre-RevolutionaA
~builder's:art in Portsmouth. The John Wentworth House.is important.not only
for the coherence and quality of its origimal architectural features,da;t
also for the addition of several equally fine elements in thejFederal+style
including the doorway and the front sitting room mantelpiece. Architectural

"~ the house represents an-evolutien from Palladian to Federal styles.atthe
highest level of sophistication to be seen in Portsmouth. The baluster
pattern of its stairway and the parlor mantelpiece are unique in New
Hampshire, as is the surviving early wallpaper in the parlor.

Commerce: The John Wentworth House has been associated with a number of
New Hampshire's most prominent merchants, and conveys a sense of the qualif
of life enjoyed by such men during the eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries. It was built for Henry Appleton; a merchant who died in 1768. It
was purchased by Mark Hunking Wentworth,,deScribed as '"one of the most
extensive merchants and one of the wealthiest men in New England." Mark
Hunking Wentworth transferred the property to his daughter Anna, whose
husband, John Fisher, was Naval Officer at Portsmouth and Collector of
Customs at Salem, MasSachusetts. The Fishers sold the property to Peter
Coffin, another merchant, who lived there until 1808, after which Ebenezer
Wentworth (son of Governor John's cousin George) purchased the house in
1810.
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Caleb S. Gurney, Portsmouth...Historic and Picturesque (Portsmouth, N,H.:
the author, 1902), 88-90.
John Mead Howells, The Architectural Heritage of the Piscataqua (New York:
Architectural Book Publishing Company, Inc., 1937, 1965), 20-24.
Harrietns. Lacy and Jane C. Giffen,'"The Governor Wentworth House in
Portsmouth™, Historical New Hampshire, XXIII: 1 (Spring 1968), 50-54.,
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8. SIGNIFICANCE continued
Statement of Significance

of the New Hampshire branch of the United States Bank. The house passed to
Ebenezer's son Mark Hunking Wentworth, who carried on the family's mercantile
tradition,in 1860. It was thus preserved intact as a memento of the business
activities of the Wentworth family in particular, and of the commercial
prosperity of early Portsmouth in general. -

Political: The John Wentworth House is best remembered for its political
associations. From 1767 until 1775, it was the residence of John Wentworth,
New Hampshire's last royal governor at the time of his expulsion from the
colonies~-an event graphically described in the writings of both John Wentwort
and his wife Frances Deering Wentworth Atkinson Wentworth. Certain damaged
elements in the parlor of the house have been preserved and traditionally
interpreted as evidence of the violence of the mob that besieged and "stove
at the House with Clubs" on June 13, 1775. In this "Small Hut with little
comfortable Apartments," John Wentworth laid the plans for the political
programs and internal improvements that made him a central figure in New
Hampshire's history. ~

Urban Planning: The gardens behind the John Wentworth House and the row
of houses on the north side of Wentworth Street represent significant
chapters in the history of land use and urban planning in Portsmouth. After
- Peter Coffin sold the property, it was divided into small house lots and
auctioned off in 1808 for the construction of new homes. The buildings now
standing on Wentworth Street were built shortly after 1808, and suggest the
processes of subdivision by which Portsmouth develpped during the Federal periq

and purchased the main dwelling and the four house lots behind it between
1808 and 1815. He thereby assured the return of the house and gardens to the
Wentworth family, and conserved the natural beauty of a tract of land on the

shores of the South Mill Pond.
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Ebenezer Wentworth was also a prominent merchant until he was appointed cashie&

Ebenezer Wentworth was unwilling to see all of the estate divided, however, |
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