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Proven£ -Ehv.aic^l- cAmgea.gance •_- •   -
The Reuban Sh< pley -ouse is a thrae-story, hip-roofed 

brick dwelling constructed about 1815. v Although the structure 
is treated symmetrically and coherently on the exterior, it is 
actually ,a double house, having two entirely separate dwelling 
units covered by a single roof. The two sides are totally 
isolated from one another by a brick £irew£all that extends 
from the cellar to the attic.\ This wall is totally invisible 
from the exterior. The only major visual difference between 
the txvo sides of the building, except for minor appendages on 
the south (rear) elevation, consists in the use of marble 
window sills and lintels on the east side of the building, and 
of wood sills and lintels on the west. Presently, the 
fanlights over the two front doors differ in appearance, 
although originally they appear to have been identical. The 
Shapley House has undergone a few relatively minor alterations 
as a result of the installation of modern heating and plumbing 
fixtures. Examination of the buildings shows that the 
original floor plans on both sides were virtually identical.

*The ornamentation of the Shapley Mouse is typical of 
Portsmouth work in the early nineteenth century/* The exterior 
of the building is embellished with hev/n granite foundation 
stones and with an elaborate brick cornice. The best rooms of 
the house have delicate Federal style interior cornices, 
wainscoting, and mantle nieces supported by six attenuated 
colums. Balustrades consist of delicate handrails and square 
balusters.^v 
0ri£Ifla 1^Fhffjsica 1 r Apr?fe aranee;   -

The original appearance of the Shapley House differed 
from the present appearance uainly in superficial details. 
The major changes that have occurred, except for the . . 
installation of modern facilities, are the removal of interior 
x/indow shutters and exterior window blinds, and slight 
alterations to the stairway on the western side, second floor.
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STATEMENT OF SIGN! FIC ANCE

Architecture
This house was built by Captain Reuben Shapley, a 

prosperous mariner and merchant, shortly after a disastrous 
fire which swept through the center of town and destroyed 
the older house on this site. T^e building, then, is one of 
many that were constructed during the rebuilding of .":i;c ~u: % 
Portsmouth's center. Despite this fact, the house seems'to~' 
have been unique. ^ile there were many brick row houses 
constructed in Portsmout' after 1800, this apnears to ha^e 
been the only double house deliberately designed to aopear 
as a free-standing single dwelling."^ ̂ oreover, this is one^ 
of the best-preserved brick dwellings of Portsmouth's Federal 
period, many of its contemporary houses having been converted 
to apartments or stores. The house is also significant in 
the quality of its exterior and interior design and 
workmanship. 
Orban P1arm ing

After the great Portsmouth fire of 1813, tu e selectmen 
of the town and its builders and designers were faced with 
the task of developing new architectural forms to fill the 
burneci-out area. Under the terms of a new town ordinance, 
all struc^jres over one story in height were to be constructed 
of brick. The Shapley i-ouse is one of the best preserved 
examples of the new brick domestic architecture which evolved 
within the fifteen-acre area that was redeveloped after the 
fire of 1813>» Its significance is increased by the fact 
that it is owned by a preservation agency that is presently 
engaged in improving its already-good condition, anc that 
is obligated to retain the structure in pernetuity as an 
example of the very significant period of architectural and 
urban development after t'-e 1813 Portsmouth fire.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance ofUiis nominationis: 
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3. CLASSIFICATION
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xComneftts
This building will be occupied in 1974 as a Port House, 

a temporary residence for troubled young people. It will be 
administered by local social-welfare agencies, but ownership 
will be retained by Strawbery Banke, Inc.
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