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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Portsmouth Public Librery Building is a two-story
brick structure with a “ammered gronite foundaticn. 1t 18
es entially rectandwlaL in uLan, though it has a narro.
progeCLlng elldat fhe rear. ©n the ft cont, it is saven ‘bays
wide, with a marble Stfln“COhYSB between the stofics. - The
Tentral three bays of the main (Islington Street) facade
project four inches to form a central pav111rn, wrich is
surmcunted by a low nediment. In the tymranum of the pediment
is a small arched window. T e cernice of t-e building is
enriched with apnlied curved elements of the tyne illustratec
in Plate 26-D nf Asher Benjamin's American Builder's Cownanion.
The main (north and east) decrwers have arched copenings
embraced by flat entablatures supported cn enza_cd Ionic
colums, the latter having cc-itals carved by William Dearing
(1759-1813). The buil'cing ~as a lewz=nitched ip wcof, and has
two c:imneys on the north elevaticon. Therc are now two
skylights at the roof ridge, probably,dating from the ccnversicn
of the Academy to a library in 18S¢€ The exterior apnentance
of the building is further enhanced by such features as the
marvle lintels and slip-sgills at thie windeows, the delice
wrought-iron railings on te granite stens of the two &
doorways, and the strlngCﬁursb t' at extends arcunc the
main buillding.

Thie original enterior annecrance of the structure vas
nrobably little different frim its nresent arpearance, though,
t'e building ~ay have had two other ¢ immeys cn its rear
(south) wall, and it -~r-lably Had no skylichts on the roof.
Tie general exterior design cf the HLl1dln“ was ased udnon .
that of the 1794 Phillins Exeter Academy bull&ln” (destroyed
in 1870), which vas designed by Ebenczmer Cliffcrd and Bradbury
Ja"mson of Exeter. T-e waJﬂf clflp"erves between thece two
‘buildings were that the ”ortbwcuth Acadenmy wa:s brick rether
than w~cd, had Federal chimney nlacement, and had no cupcla.
In general, both the Exetern and Pcrtemouth acocderies were
based unon accepted norms for college bulldings, and ane
srecific nretotype mnay have been the Dartmouth College
building, mictured in t~e February, 1703, Yassachusetts
Fagarine. .

The interior apnearance of the Pertsmouth Acedeny has
been greatly altered, es~ccislly by the 1896 IW“OuelllﬂF.
Criginally, the st’ucturr may “ave fo.loved its Exeter
nrototype in heving a central hallway and twe rajor rooms on
eacti floor. It anpe-rs likely that the ctalrva} was lucutec
in t e rear ell. CLeshite the s'aﬁge thet have occur; 50
the interior, however, t-e building v 2ins cne of A8
prCSCIVGd ccrl; 8CRdE“1C structures of northern Ng
and is a Key wmenumnet in a rich loesl building t
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INSTRUCTIONS

/ institution. As well as tercl .ing the standard acadenic

Archiitecture
The Portsmouth Publicv/;bfury building was erected as the

Portsmouth Academy in 1809Y At that time, it wes cne of the
fifiest acadcric bui! dlngs in nert=ern New England, amtl was—in
soime wavs suverior arch ltecturallv to the 1794 Phllllps Exeter
Academy building that was its prctctyne. In an architectural
sense, the bu1ldlng is_ 1ﬂ“ortant as one of the fevw remaining
early acaderies, and is a structute of such’ outstanding
refinement that it had persistently been attributed to the
Boston arc' itect Charles Bulfinch. Crmnlete decumentation

for the erection of the building became available in 1966,
nowever, and this irnforration “as showvn that the dealoner of
the structure was t-e local builder-arc.itect James Nutterl—
(1775-1855), who was =aid $2°2.00 for nhis plans? his =
inferration is critical, for it places the academy building
within the context of a regirnal sciool of designers, of whom
Nutter was cne of the meost creative. TFamed as a joiner who
was "the hersc of hig crroft" in Porterouth, Nutter executed

the f1ne weodwerk in the Portsmeuth At-enaeum (1804) and St.
John's Church (1807).- ""e is known t- have designed cther
strucLures besides the AcadCﬂv, but the latter must be - o
accounted his VQSL@rp’ece. Nutter anpears tec have been the
annrentice of Elish™e hluden vhe was in turn the scn of the
builder cf the famous Tanpcxn ansion in Pertsmouth (1784)
aﬁo the great-grands-n of the master J“lner of the Warner
“ouse (1718). T.us, Nutter represents the trans—ission of the
buildexr's skill through five generations of locel crafismen,
and t' o Acade. v oullaxnv renresents t' e final shase of a local
arc’.itectural evolution thiat ~ad prrgressed for nearly a
century by 1809. T e sz;plrlcance of tre Acacemy building is .
further enanced Ly the fect ¢ at Nutter wrote an aut
autcbicgrannical account of his early life and reng1ous
conversion, an al cst unique record c¢f the theughts of an
early builder. :
Education
Although Pcrtsmouth tad a "igh schcol in the early

nineteenth centurv, the Pﬁrtsr0uth Academy vas feunded to
sunplement the tyna of ecducation nrrvided in the public

Continued on Continuation S“-eet 2}
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8. SIGWIFICARCE continued
Statement of Significance

The Portsmouth Academy was one of a number of sinilar

a major advance in educaticnal standards in the region.
Literature o

ubjects, the Academy specialized in mathematics and navigation.
institutions founded in We' Hamoshire during a great surge of
academy-building in the early nineteenth century, and represents

Both Thomas Bailey Aidriéﬁ/;nd James T. Fields, later to
become prominent men of letters and editicrs of The Atlantic

Monthly, were educated here.

GPO 921.724



