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CONDITION
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F°ir D Peterioroted Q Ruins D Unexposed
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Altered £$ Unaltered
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Moved g] Original Site

ESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL- (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

: The land facing Deer Street upon which the Beck House 
site was originally laid out in 1710 and divided offas the 
western half or a larger lot with "Barn and Shay House" in 
1756.. This was sold in 1761 to Samuel Beck. His house was 
taxed $8 in 1800 and $12 in 1812 which suggests an improve­ 
ment between those years.

A^A rectangular central chimney house of two stories and 
a srngle room in depth, the exterior is embelleshed by an 
early federal style doorway with arched fan-light. The 
symetrical fenestration of the house has maintained its 
original size although the sash has been replaced by late 
19th century two-over-two. The building site on a locally 
unique red sandstone -rusticated foundation with matching 
sandstone steps.

Interior finish belies the early federal finish of-the 
exterior with a typical Portsmouth triple-run staircase 
in front of the, chimney and paneled overmantles of eighteenth 
century origin.\ A recent fire caused only minor damage to 
an upstairs chamber.

Modern asbestos siding and an added rear ell are the 
only major changes to the original structure.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Beck House is most significant for its exterior 
finish probably added in the early years of the nineteenth 
century.^The pedimented and fan-lighted door enframement 
of applied columns Ls one of a very few examples of this 
early Adamesque stjfle in the city. These embellishments and 
the unusual Connecticut sandstone foundation facing stones 
and steps are an interesting illustration of improvements 
to an earlier Portsmouth streetscape in the years of the 
city's greatest period of rebuilding at all economic levels:



Brewster, Charles, RAMBLES -ABOUT PORTSMOUTH, (Portsmouth, 10SQ)

Chase, Robert S. and James Garvin "Portsmouth: an/ Architectural 
Evolution 1664-1890" 3 NEW HAMPSHIRE PROFILES (December 1570)

"Howells,/'John Mead, THE ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE OF THE PISCATA-
QUA (New -York 1964)
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NAME AND TITLE:

Joan J. Goodwin
ORGANIZATION DATE

Portsmouth Housing Authority October, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:

25 Vaughan Street
CITY OR TOWN:
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of^riiis nomination is: 

National Q V^^State Q y^^-ocal £3

' J3sorgi Gilman 
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PROPOSED HISTORIC DISTRICT
VAUGHAN STREET URBAN RENEWAL PROJECT (N.H.-10) PORTSMOUTH, N.H. 150 FT

PROPOSED 

SHOPPING CENTER

ORIGINAL LOCATION: TO BE 
RETAINED ON SITE

PRESENT LOCATION: TO BE 
RELOCATED (NUMBER CORRESPONDS 
TO AND IDENTIFIES LOCATION 
WITHIN PROPOSED HISTORIC 
DISTRICT,AS INDICATED)

PROPOSED SITE

LATER ACCRETIONS: TO BE REMOVED


