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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
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(Type all entries - complete applicable sections)
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STATE:

New Hampshire
COUNTY:

Grafton
FOR NPS USE ONLy

ENTRY DATE

jlAY 7 1373

COMMON:

Littleton Town Building (Littleton Opera House)
AND/OR HISTORIC:

fiilllllli^
STREET AND, NUMBER:

1 Union Street
CITY OR TOWN: CONGF

Littleton Sec
STATE CODE COUNT

New HamDshire 33 fir?

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
(Check One) "

Q] District ra Building S Public Public Acquisition: 

D Site Q Structure D Private D In Process 

D Object D Both D Bein 9 Conside

PRES_EN_T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[~1 Agricultural Kl Government | | Park 

[^.Commercial f~l Industrial | | Private Residence 

Q Educational (~1 Military Q] Religious 

(3 Entertainment l~1 Museum [~] Scientific

JESSIONAU DISTRICT:
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Y : CO D E
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<;TAT1I . ACCESSIBLE 
STATUS TO THE PUBL.C

[53 Occupied Yes:
i   , .. . . r~l Restricted 
1 _ 1 Unoccupied '   '

red i  i D   i E Unrestricted rea j  ] p reservat|On work ^

in progress '   1 ^°

O Transportation [~1 Comments 

HI Other fSoecifv)
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OWNER'S NAME:

Town of Littleton, New Hampshire
STR.EET A/JD NUMBJER: • t •, •

TTittTeton Town Building
1 Union Sfrppt-

CITY OR TOWN: ST ATE: OODF

New Hampshire 03561 33

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Grafton County Registry of Deeds
STREET AND NUMBER-. Grafton County Courthouse 

P. 0. Box 208 North Haverhill, New Hamoshire
CITY OR TOWN: ST

Woodsville

Illlii!!!!!!!^
TITLE OF SURVEY:

Nnnp
DATE OF SURVEY: | | Federo) f~|

ATE CODE

New Hampshire 03875 33 I

/rii^si/x
State /nS/^oun^y///^V) CL Lbc^I\

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: /**' '/ /7/s ^^/f/'^n "^\

STREET AND NUMBER:
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CONDITION
n Excellent |

[V] Altered
afrV

£] Good D Fair

(Check One) 

1 Deteriorated

(Check One) 

O Unaltered

C~l Ruins 1 I Unexposed

(Check One) 

O Moved |3 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Present; The Littleton Town Building, fronting directly on the 
southeast corner of Cottage and Union Streets, stands at the head and 
looks down Main Street (Union becoming Main at that point), center of 
the Town's business district.

Begun in 1894 and dedicated on June 15, 1895, it is a clapboard
t angular building, five storeys in the rear and three in front,

with a six-sidecL_tower extending from the northwest corner and a truncated 
hip__rpof.

Except for the top level and roof of the tower, the exterior of the 
building today is for the most part as it was in 1895.

The interior as well, except for the second floor which originally 
provided accommodations for the temporary use of the Town Library and now 
contains the District Court and ante room, Community Action, Civil Defense 
and Planning Board, is still much the same. The building including the 
Opera House is basically sound but^suffers from neglect and hard usage.

Original; From the 1905 History of Littleton the Town Building is 
described as follows; "The building is eighty-nine feet on Union Street 
by seventy-seven on Cottage. Erected upon a high bank of the river, it 
was necessary to build a strong and high foundation of granite on the 
south side. On this rests a basement of brick in which are rooms for the 
Fire Department, storage for their engine, hose, hook, and ladder carriage 
and other appliances for the use of the company in the extinguishment of 
fire; a place of temporary confinement for offenders against the laws; a 
town team and implements, wagons, rollers, and road machines of the Street 
Department. The entrance to this part of the building is on Cottage 
Street. The s.tory above, which is entered from Union Street, has in its 
"west end offices ̂ f or the town clerk and Selectmen, with a fire-proof vault 
for j the use of these .officers ; an ample .ro^m^f^r the Police ,Cour,t, which 
is ai'tis 'used 'by 'School' and' Village District meetings and for party 
caucuses.' The' second story is devoted to the use of the public library 
and ' reading"- room.

'"The entire easterly end of the building is occupied by an Opera House 
which has a seating capacity of seven hundred and fifty. The gallery 
circles an end and both sides, while the stage and dressing-rooms are at 
the southerly end. In equipment and elegance of decorations the auditoriun 
is all that is necessary or could be desired. The stage, too, is finely 
furnished with scenery, but is not sufficiently large for purposes for 
which its use is sometimes desired."



PERIOD (Check One or Afore as Appropriate)

Q Pre-Columbian | CD 16th Century 

D 15th Century D '7th Century

20th Century
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecture: The Littleton Town Building (Littleton Qpera^House) 
begun in 1894^nd dedicated June 15, 1895, was designed by Howard^ & Aus_tin, 
architects of Brockton, Massachusetts.. William C. Edwar4^";o^~ChelmsfordV 
Massachusetts,-was the contractor for building the superstructure and Ward 
& Douglass,UolE Barre, Vermont, contractors for laying the foundation. The 
decorating and frescoing were by B.F. McDonpeil, and the paintings by 
Jackson & Elkins.

During public meetings neither the form nor style of building was 
given except that it was to be a "handsome wooden building" with "fire-proof 
vaults for town records suitable and convenient for all town and village 
purposes and which would be an ornament to the tpwn,..." The resultant 
building is a good local example of a VictoriWfTmunicipal building.

Social/Humanitarian; Besides the need for having Town offices under 
one roof, there was the community need for a large hall-the Opera House. 
In the years preceeding 1894, the popularity of "the North Country Musical 
Association Concerts had increased until the numbers were overflowing the 
'hall on the 'top floor of Til'ton's Opera Block. Although the Association 
Concerts are gone, other musical, theatrical, and political events took 
and still take place in the Oper^House. With the aid of the -Restoration 
of the Littleton Opera House Committee, Littleton Colonial Club,., and 
Friends, restoration of the Building in regard to the Opera House^JLs 
anticipated not only for the Town but also as part of Littleton's"plans 
for celebrating the American Revolutionary War Bicentennial.



Paul R. Clay, Picturesque and Progressive Littleton and the White Mountains 
First published St. Johnsbury, Vtl: C.T. Ranlet, Publisher and Printer, 1898

James R. Jackson, History of Littleton. New Hampshire; Volume I, Annals 
(Cambridge: University Press, 1905) 513-520.
Littleton Courier (1894-1895)

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COOR_DJ N A T_E_S-

DEFINING THu. CtNTER POINT OF A PKOPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds
44C 18' 20 "

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds
71° '46'" "iz"
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1-!:. Poulsen, Chairman 
'Mary E. Heal d _________

ORGANIZATION

Restoration of the Littleton Opera House-Gommi.ttee,,;. 
T.i-ttl-eton Colonial Club—————————————————:—————

.March ,17, 1973
STREET.AND NUMBER:

.-; Monroe Road
f\ Merrill Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Littleton" New Hampshire 03561 33

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National n /^State Q

Name

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and HLtftcfric Preservation

Date

G e o r&er^G ilma n 

Title C/Dmmissionoir

ATTEST:

Date

of Resources 
and^Eetrtiomic Development 
March 29, 1973

'LA
Keeper of'The National Register /

"^ HD
/ \Date ~±

6PO 931-894


