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Present: The Littleton Town Building, fronting directly on the
southeast corner of Cottage and Union Streets, stands at the head and
looks down Main Street (Union becoming Main at that point), center of
the Town's business district.

Begun in 1894 and dedicated on June 15, 1895, it is a clapboard
frame rectangular building, five storeys in the rear and three in front,
with a _six-sided tower extending from the northwest corner and a truncatei
hip roof.

Except for the top level and roof of the tower, the exterior of the
building today is for the most part as it was in 1895.

The interior as well, except for the second floor which originally
provided accommodations for the temporary use of the Town Library and now
contains the District Court and ante room, Community Action, Civil Defense),
and Planning Board, is still much the same. The building including the
Opera House is basically sound but suffers from neglect and hard usage.

" Original: From the 1905 History of Littleton the Town Building is
described as follows: '"The building is eighty-nine feet on Union Street
by seventy-seven on Cottage. Erected upon a high bank of the river, it
was necessary to build a strong and high foundation of granite on the
south side. On this rests a basement of brick in which are rooms for the
Fire Department, storage for their engine, hose, hook, and ladder carriage
and other appliances for the use of the company in the extinguishment of
fire; a place of temporary confinement for offenders against the laws; a
town team and implements, wagons, rollers, and road machines of the Street
Department. The entrance to this part of the building is on Cottage
Street. The story above, which is entered from Union Street, has in its
'west end offices 'for the town clerk and Selectmen, with a fire-proof vault
fqr ‘the use of these Qfficers; an ample roqm fqx the Police Court, which

is alos used by School and Village District meetlngs and for party
caucuses. The second story is devoted to the use of the pub11c library
and readlng room.

‘ThHe entire easterly end of the building is occupied by an Opera House
which has a seating capacity of seven hundred and fifty. The gallery
circles an end and both sides, while the stage and dressing-rooms are at
the southerly end. In equipment and elegance of decorations the auditorium
is all that is necessary or could be desired. The stage, too, is finely
furnished with scenery, but is not sufficiently large for purposes for
which its use is sometimes desired."
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Archltecvg;_. The Littleton Town Building (Littleton Opera_House)
Begun in 1894Vand

architects of Brockton, Massachusetts. William C. Edwards{;Sf Chelmsford,
Massachusetts,mwas the contractor” for building the superstructure and Ward
& Douglass,LOf Barre, Vermont, contractors for laying the foundation. The
decorating and frescoing were by B.F. MquBpeil, and the paintings by
Jackson & Rlkins.

During public meetings neither the form nor style of building was

vaults for town records suitable and convenient for all town and village
purposes and which would be an ornament to the town,...'" The resultant
building is a good local example of a Vlctorﬂaﬁfmun1c1pa1 building.
Social /Humanitarian: Besides the need for having Town offices under
one roof, there was the community need for a large hall-the Opera House.
In the years preceeding 1894, the popularity of the North Country Mu51ca1
Association €oncerts had increased until the numbers were overflow1ng the
"hall on the'top floor of Tilton's Opera Block. "Although the Association
Concerts are gone, other musical, theatrical, and.pélitical events took
and still take place in the Opengzﬂouse. With the aid of the .Restoration
of the Littleton Opera House Committee, Littleton Colonial Club,..and
Friends, restoration of the Building in regard to the Opera House,,ls
anticipated not only for the Town but also as part of Littleton's plans
for celebrating the American Revolutionary War Bicentennial.

dedicated June 15, 1895, was designed by Howard & Austin,

given except that it was to be a "handsome wooden building" with "fire-proo
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First published St. Johnsbury, Vtl: C.T. Ranlet, Publisher and Printer, 1898.
James R. Jackson, History of Littleton, New Hampshire: Volume I, Annals

(Cambridge:
Littleton Courier (1894~1895)

University Press, 1905) 513-520.
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