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The Burnham Tavern is a two story, indented gambrel roofed building
with centrg] chimney, constructed in 1770 by Job Burcﬁéﬁ. On the first
floor facade, there are four 12 over 12 windows, two on each side of the
door. On the indentation in the gambrel roof are five 8 over 8 windows,
on the facadé. The taVern sets on a stone foundation dﬂdﬂj§”dode'in clap-
board style pajnped‘colonial ye]]ow. . ;

Upon éntering the tavern, there ig a unique staircase whi;h branches
into two small flights, each of which leads into the north and south bed-
rooms on -the second floor.

On the first floor, a large kitchen occupies almost the entire western
side of the house. The interior wall of the kitchen is dominated by a large
fireplace and brick oven. In the remaining space, there are two small
roomschcupying‘the two outside corners. One is called the "spinning room"
and the other is a pantny . . V

, An e]] wh1ch had been added to the tavern at some time during the

Ninetgenth Century has been removed. The building is in good condition

and has been well cared for by its present owners.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

There are several reasons that the Burnham Tavern is notable. In the
first place, every care has been taken to maintain the building as it orig-
inally appeared. The tavern dates from seven years after the arrival of
the first settlers in the Machias area. More importantly, the Burnham
Tavern is the on bujlding %h eastern Maine connected with the American

Revolution. The men of the town met at the Tavern to discuss the recent

news of the battle at Concord and Lexington. They resolved to erect a
]iberty pole on the village green and made their plans to capture the
British vessel, "Margaretta". They were successful and this encounter .
in nghjasmBay«wasvthe first nava] baﬁplg,ofrthngevolution. The wounded
sailors of the "Margarettéd were also cared for at the Burnham Tavern
where the east room was turned into a hospital.

The Tavern also played a large role in the everyday life of the
community. Starting in September, 1787, the house was the meeting place
of the Masons and was locally called the "Mason Armsﬁ. During the First

World War, the house was the center of aétivity for the Machias branch

of the Surgical Dressing Work.
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