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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Primrose Hill Historic District begins where Anderson, High and 
Bridge Streets converge and extends in the form of an elogated rectangle 
encompassing both sides of High Street to a point where High Street inter 
sects with Primrose Street. This area of land contains a beautiful 19th 
century set of buildings which run the gamut architecturally from the 
Federal style through Gothic- Revival. This group of structures commands 
an imposing view of commercial Belfast and Penobscot Bay beyond.

The cornerstones of this pocket district are the Johnson-Pratt House, 
the H. J. Anderson House and the Benjamin Field House.

1 1-. Jotinson-Pratt House, 100 High Street (HABS-ME-20) -This house was 
built in T$HT by rflalph> C. Johnson, son of Reverend Alfred Johnson who was 
a graduate of Dartmouth College and ofle^of the founders of Bowdoin College, 
This heavy wood, frame house was built originally in the Federal style 
with a hipped roof and 'balustrade. The wood, fluted Ironic columns, which 
form an elaborate portico were added circa 1830.

2. H. J. Anderson House, High Street, (HABS-ME-23) was built circa 
This rectangular, red brick structure is two stories high with a 

granite foundation; it has a low hipped roof and four inside chimneys near 
the ends of the house. There is a central front entrance and another 
entrance at the end of the house. This house was the residence of Hugh J. 
Anderson, a former Maine Governor.

i " : 3, J^rijamin Field House, High Street, Belfast (HABS-ME-19) -Built 
circ^T 1809 by Bohan P. Field, a leading lawyer in early Belfast. The 
house fs -'arrouf standing '-example -:of rural Fedejpal architecture with wb'bd 
as the medium. The main house is nearly square with an ell of later vin 
tage;'" 'The h'ous'e has a hipped roof and two large centrally located chim-

Outstanding supportive buildings include the (4) Charles B. Hase/ltine
House erected in 1859 and the (5) Benjamin Haseltine House of 1824.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

,-., c. The development of that area of Belfast known,a.s Primrose.-HiU began 
shortly after High Street was laid out and named in.1805; Primrose .Hill 
was the site selected by the leading men of Belfast upon which to erect 
their dwelling places. This development reflected the growing economic 
prosperity of Belfast as she emerged as a bustling seaport in the first 
quarter of the 19th century. A stopping place for people and goods from 
several directions, Belfast felt the tread of immigrants from the Mari- 
times, lumber dealers from Bangor and merchants from Boston as she sent 
her ( own vessels out to capture a part of the coasting trade.

Like Broadway in Bangor or Washington Street in Bath, Primrose Hill 
was a spot where the upper 5% looked out over their domain after weighing, 
measuring and directing it during business hours.

Most of the buildings within the Primrose Hill District qualify for 
National Register designation on their individual architectural merit. 
Taken as-a-unit, they visually define the ̂ caning rpt/^annhiistortcrdistrict 
in giving the viewer as sense of time and place. The architecture of 
Primrose Hill in its natural surroundings denotes not only tfoe architect 
tural tastes of wealthy Maine citizens in the first half of the 19th 
century but denotes as well their commercial and psychological connection 
with the sea.



Williamson, Joseph. History of the Ctty of Belfast. Portland: Loring, 
Short & Harmon, 1877.

HABS-ME-19, 1937, HABS-ME-20, 1960 & HABS-ME-23, 1937
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Maine Historic Preservation Commission July, 1973
STREET AND NUMBER:

31 Western Avenue

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National Q State n Local fcQ

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date
'#3/73
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