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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Vhomas Skelton, Portland housewright, was probably the builder of this 
housed In 1798, he bought the Pheasant Street lot on which it stood. In 
1804, he sold the lot to John Rarckleff, Portland mariner. There is no 
mention of a building in the defed, but the lot sold for considerably more 
money, indicating that a house had been built on the property* In 1810, 
Benjamin pe/ke, a cordwainer, married Abigail Rackleff, the wife of John 
Rackleff, and the house came into his possession. In 1816, Deake bought 
the one and half story house to the immediate southwest, the John Masury 
House. Deake lived in the Skelton House and rented the Masury House. He 
passed both properties on to his children. Until recently the Thomas 
Skelton House was thought to be the Masury House, but it is indeed not. 
The Masury House has. been demolished.

The Thomas Skelton House was originally one and a half stories high, 
as indicated by joints in the posts and a drip course on the original cen 
ter chimney. A second story was added shortly after the house was built, 
probably around 1810, making the house two and a half stories high. The' 
house faced northwest toward Pleasant Street. It was thirty feet wide and 
twenty feet deep, and had a brick and fields tone foundation. An ell with 
basement was located at the rear of the house on the left (northeast) side. 
The ell was probably one and a half stories high originally, enlarged in 
the 1830's to two and a half stories. The windows of the house and ell 
had been replaced with four- "light" windows; the clapboards covered by 
asphalt shingles.x.

The ell had cellar, first, and second floor fireplaces. The main 
house had a large cellar kitchen fireplace with a crane and side bake over, 
probably used after the second story was added and the first floor bake 
oven made inoperable. The house had three first and two second floor fire 
places.

In l^yl, the Thomas Skelton House was moved to Falmouth, Maine. -It' 
is now being meticulously restored. \ The house faces southeast toward 
Route One. It sits on a poured concrete foundation with a brick exterior 
facing at the front. The four-"light" windows have been replaced wi 
modern nine over six windows. The asphalt shingles were removed. TFv 
original clapboarding was in poor shape and had to be removed. 
was insulated, resheathed, and covered with new cedar clapboards 
original ell was not moved. A lean-to has been added across the 
the house to accommodate a new kitchen and modern conveniences. 
tends the roof line of the original house, making it a salt-box 
The base of the chimney is now and the top of the chimney has bee 
above the second floor fireplaces; the five original first and seco 
fireplaces were moved intact. The roof has been reshingled in cedar.

The exterior of the Thomas Skelton House was originally very plain. 
The only elaboration was the center doorway: the door was framed by tall 
flat pilasters supporting an entabulature. The doorway remains intact.

(See Continuation Sheet)
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There are two windows to either side of the ch«aiit^dJ£TVe across the second 
floor above. The cornice is a replacement of the original; it has a simple 
molding. The clapboarding has been lapped to look like the original clap- 
boarding. The facade of the Thomas Skelton House looks today as it would 
have when Benjamin Deake lived in the house.

^ The original plaster and woodwork remained on the interior of the house 
hidden under layers of wallpaper and paint, which have now been removed.^.On 
the first floor there is a small front hall with a three-run stair going to 
the second floor in the front of the chimney. To the right is a sitting 
room with a large cooking fireplace. The fireplace has a rear brick baking 
oven which was docked to accomodate the front stair, constructed when the 
second story was added. This is an early unusual fireplace. The room has 
a wide cornice molding. To the left of the hall is another sitting room. 
The woodwork in this room is more elaborate. The wide cornice is broken 
out above the windows. At the rear of the house between these two rooms, 
is a narrow room with a small fireplace. It is unusual to find a fireplace 
in this room. There are cupboards above the fireplace. This room has been 
made part of the lean-to addition.

These three first floor rooms all have fully paneled fireplace walls. 
The paneling is quirked ovolo - it has Federal type molding with six raised 
panels - and was installed after the second story was added. The rooms have 
horizontal wainscotting on the other walls and molded architraves around 
the windows. The original plaster remains on the ceilings. The floor boards 
are original.

On the second floor are two bedrooms, one to either side of the hall. 
Both have fireplaces with wooden mantels above simple molded architraves. 
Both have horizontal wainscotting. The windows of the left bedroom have 
wide wooden panels to either side. A plank partition, which was added after 
the house was built to divide the left first floor room has been moved up 
to form the rear wall of this room.

The new lean-to addition contains a kitchen and study on the first 
floor, and a bedroom and bathroom on the second floor. Materials from the 
original house and ell have been employed wherever possible or other old 
materials found. The addition compliments the original house.

Only two original hinges remained in the house. HL hinges and door 
hardware of the period have been found and employed in the house, as have 
quirked ovolo paneled doors. The woodwork has been painted to match its 
original color, or painted with a color appropriate to the period. The 
second floor plaster has been patched, the new made to match the original 
as closely as possible. The restoration of the interior has been of an 
excellent quality, bringing the house back to its original condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Thomas Skelton House was to be torn down to enlarge a parking lot. 
Greater Portland Landmarks, Inc., a concerned preservation organization, 
found a buyer who moved the house to Falmouth. Thus, one of the oldest 
remaining houses in Portland, a valuable example of local construction and 
woodworking of the late Eighteenth and early Nineteenth Centuries, was 
saved. The house can be seen and studied today. Detailed records were 
made and photographs taken before the house was moved and at each stage 
of the restoration work. The resulting document is available at the Great 
er Portland Landmarks, Inc., office.

It is unfortunate that the Thomas Skelton House could not be preserved 
on its original site, but the present setting is appropriate. The house 
is surrounded by other old homes in a country-like section of Falmouth, 
similar in atmosphere to how Portland was when the house was built. The 
house looks as if it had always been there.

There,restoration work done on the Thomas Skelton House has been care 
fully executed. The original appearance of the facade has been retained. 
The lean-to addition is a sympathetic way of incorporating extra space, 
jermitting modernization without drastically altering the original house. 
There is a precedent for houses of this age in the Portland area to be 
Duilt in this salt-box shape. The Thomas Skelton House stands as an im- 
oressive example of preservation put to use.

\
The quirked ovolo paneling of the Thomas Skelton House is important.

This is a late use of a not very common style of paneling, covering the 
entire fireplace wall A The only other known local examples of this are 
the Nathaniel Hi!ton House, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 1790's; and in Maine 
the Chapman Hall House, Damariscotta, roomDaneled in the 1790's; the 
Walnut Hill Farm, North Yarmouth, c. 1^60TT5ST^< Merrill Farm, Falmouth, 

1800.
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