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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present Portland Club was built as a home by Richard
Hunn%iéll in 18f5. The house is located on the southwestern si .
of State Street between Pine and Spring Streets.\The house if'three
stories high, 48 feet wide, and 46 feet deep. The side walls are built
of brick, the front and rear walls are of wood, clapboarded. It has
two chimneys in each end wall, The roof is slightly hipped. The
original 3 over 3 double hung windows of the third floor remain. The
6 over 6 double hung windows of the first and second floors are
probably not original.

Alexander is was the architect for the house. He worked
in Portlan 1801 until about 1809 when he moved to Boston to
practice architecture. Architectural drawings which Parris made
for the house are now in the possession of the Boston Athenaeum.
Because the house has been altered, these drawings are the only
record of the original exterior and interior appearance of the
building. Parris' plans show an enclosed main stairway, a vaulted
entrance hall, a sideboard nook in the dining room wall, the windows
set in from the wall surface of the side walls; all were current
features of the architecture of this Federal period.

Parris' elevations show simple facades with detail use spar-
ingly and elegently. The front (northeast) facade of the building
shows a classical entrance portico, a flat entabulature supported
on two Corinthian Columns, approached by a narrow flight of stairs.
The entrance door is six-panel with a fanlight above. The right
(northwest) facade shows a six-panel entrance door with a fanlight
above, set in an arched opening. Pilasters and a curved moulding
framing the door are gone now, but the doorway is intact (this
side of the house looks today much as it did when Parris designed
it.) A narrow cornice of dentils runs around the entire building;
surmounted by a wooden roof parapet. This parapet is intact to-
day and is of particular interest. Panels, set between the bal-
usters above where window openings occur in the wall, have a design
of pierced interlacing circles. This motif was first used by
Charles Bulfinch in Boston in 1804, Parris must have seen this
treatment personally, because it was not published until 1806 when
Ascher Benjamin included the detail in his "American Builders'
Companion"., Parris' elevations show a carriage house and stable
behind the house; neither exists today.

The house changed hands several times. In 1837 it was sold
to Ether Shepley who conveyed it to his son George F. Shepley in
1868. During this period, the interior of the house was altered;
it was given a contemporary victorian decor. At some point before
1876, a larger entrance portico, a roof with a balustrade supported
on six columns, replaced the simple portico of Parris.
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7. DESCRIPTION

In the 1920's, the building became the home of the Portland
Club, a Republican political club. .John Calvin Stevens I, John
Howard Stevehs, and E. Leander Higgins, Portland architects, were
engaged in 1923 to remodel the building and enlarge it. The arch-
itects desired to "preserve all the fine features of Colonial Arch-
itecture" which characterized the building. Some rooms were left
intact, others were enlarged. The portico was removed, John Calvin
Stevens I designed a new entrance doorway and portico, more in the
federal period tradition, and he inserted a Palladian window over the
entrance. These features remain today, as the exterior of the build-
ing has not been altered since 1924, The wide entabulature of the
portico, surmounted by a wooden balustrade, is supported on two
fluted Ionic colums., Two fluted pilasters frame the entrance door
which has sidelights and an eliptical arched transom. A wide stair-
way leads up to the entrance from the sidewalk.

The same architects designed two additions to the house: a 50
by 80 foot, two story meeting hall in the rear connected to the
house by a 19 by 63 foot, two story wing. These additions stand today,
and their exterior appearance is harmonious with the original
structure.

The Portland Club has been well maintained. The building is
in excellent condition today.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Throughout its evolution as a home and its change into a
political club, the Hunnewell - Shepley house has remained a
handsome, dignified building. Now as the Portland Club, it is
one or two known buildings remaining today out of the several
which Alexander Parris designed and built in Portland. Because
Parris' original drawings of this building are preserved, the
Portland Club is an especially important example of Parris'
early work. The changes of the 1920's are also of jnterest, for
they were designed by the firm of John Calvin Steyéis I, Maine's
leading Shingle Style and Colonial Revival architect. The build-
ing's history is well documented, giving us today living evidence
of previous changes in architectural taste.

The past residents of the house were important Portland «///
citizens., Richard HunngWvell was the high Sheriff of Portland
from 1809-1811 and 1812-21. At the age of fourteen, he had
partjcipated in the Boston Tea Party with his father. Nehemiah
Crgg}was a prominent merchant. Ether Shepéé? was a Senator
from Maine and Chief Justice of the State Supreme Court from
1848-55. His son, George F. Shepfey, was Colonel of the
Twelfth Maine Regiment during the Civil War, became a brigadier
general in 1862, and acted as military governor of Louisiana.
After the war, General Shepley was appointed a Judge of the U.S.
Circuit Couft.

The Portland Club was originally a Republican Club, active
in political affairs. Recently it has become a bi-partisan
club and continues to be active in local affairs.

The Portland Club is in excellent condition., It is one of
the oldest buildings in Portland. It is an important feature
of State Street, a major throughfare in the downtown area, which
is lined with other handsome residences, churches, and institutions.
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