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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Portland City Hall rose from its ashes, \arhe previous city hall, 
on the site of the present City Hall, completed in 1862, was burned in 
the Great Fire of 1866. It was reconstructed in 1867 by designs of-Francis 
H. Fassett, Portland architect. In 1908, it burned again. So much damage 
was done that the building had to be removed.

The present Portland/City Hall was designed byjthe New York architec 
tural firm of Carrere and Hastings, assisted by local Portland architects, 
John Caltfin I and John Howard Stevens. The impressive building was in 
spired by the New York City Hall, built 1803-1812. The cornerstone was 
laid in 1909; the building dedicated in 1912.

The City Hall fills almost the entire block bounded by Chestnut, Con 
gress and Myrtle Streets and Cumberland Avenue. It is built in a "U" 
shape. The open side of the "U" is the main facade, facing southeast to 
ward Congress Street. The building is 225 feet wide and about 135 feet 
deep. The 110 foot center of the facade is recessed 55 feet to form the 
"U". At the right rear of the building, along Myrtle Street, is a 150 
foot long and 125 foot wide wing which houses an auditorium. The City 
Hall is four stories high and has a full basement. The tower is about 
200 feet tall and can be seen from everywhere in the city. The granite for 
City Hall came from North Jay, Maine.

The main facade of the Portland City Hall is symmetrical. The details 
are tightly organized; the surface is kept quite flat. The recessed cen 
ter are projecting > wings frame a large entrance space which focuses on the 
recessed section of the facade. The first floor level is raised above the 
ground level, i The.entrance platform in front of the recessed section is 
approached by wide stairs directly in front or by narrow stairs and a 
platform along the inside face of each wing, w

The recessed section of the facade has five bays. On the first floor 
are three arched portals which lead to the main entrance. On each side of 
these portals is an arched window. On the second floor are five rectangu 
lar windows with projecting, alternating arched and triangular pediments. 
The five third floor windows are simple squares. Above a dentil cornice 
and balustrade, five fourth floor dormer windows project from the roof.

Similar windows are found around the wings of the City Hall and down 
the sides: Square basement windows, arched first floor windows, rectangu 
lar second floor windows and square third floor windows which alternate 
with solid plaques of the same size. The wings and sides have no balus 
trades. The basement and first floor levels are rusticated.

The tower rises from the center of the recessed section of the 
The square base has a round window in each face. Above, a balustr 
open arches flanked by columns supporting a square section with a

(See Continuation Sheet)
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7. DESCRIPTION 2 

Above the round dome is a flag pole and on top a weather vane.

The three entrance portals have wrought iron gates. The center one is 
topped by the phoenix and dolphins of the seal of the City of Portland.

The interior of the Portland City Hall has been excellently maintained. 
The public space remain the size they were originally and are handsomely 
painted. The main part of the City Hall houses the city offices and depart 
ments. The rear wing contains a public auditorium which seats 3,000 people 
and is used by the Portland Symphony Orchestra and for other concerts and 
events. The auditorium has been recently repainted and gives a splendid 
appearance. The auditorium contains the Hermann Kotzschmar organ, in 1912 
the second largest organ in the world. Cyrus Hermann Kotazchmar Curtis, 
Portland native and editor and publisher of the Saturday Evening Post, gave 
this memorial to Hermann Kotzschmar, Portland music instructor, composer and 
organist.

GPO 921-724
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

When the Portland City Hall burned in 1908, a plan was put forth to 
build the new city hall bordering Lincoln Park with other new city, county 
and federal buildings, greating a municipal complex. The city voted 
against this plan and the present City Hall was erected on the old site, 
one block from Lincoln Park. The county and federal building were grouped 
around the park. Today these few blocks in the center of Portland form 
the heart of the city. Currently a new police station is being erected 
at the eastern end of Lincoln Park. Important new building is taking 
place first to the south - banks, offices, hotels, a convention center. 
The Portland City Hall because of its central, high location and tall 
tower, is the focal point for this whole district.

The Portland City Hall is an important example of the work of the 
firm rt-F^r.aT-ro-rp and Hasf* j ipp^ - John M. Carr/ere is quoted as saying he
would rather have his reputation rest on the Portland City Hall than upon 
any other building he designed. The auditorium is excellent acoustically. 
The interior and exterior of the City Hall have a grand scale. The fa 
cades achieve an elegance because of their restrained detail. The entrance 
space in front of the City Hall is large and impressive; it creates a real 
transition between the street and the building. The Portland City Hall 
asserts itself today, maintaining its own unusual importance among new 
compeditors .

The citizens of Portland use their City Hall for government and for 
entertainment. It has become a real part of their lives.
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Exercises at Dedication of the New City Hall and Memorial Organ, Portland, 

Maine, August 22, 1912. Portland: 1912.

Shettleworth, Earle G., Jr. "City Quality In Its Official Residence". 
Portland, Maine: Evening Express, August 28, 1967.

Works Projects Administration. Portland City Guide. Portland: 1940.
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Greater Portland Landmarks Survey 
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Greater Portland Landmarks, Inc. 
Station A, Box 4197 
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