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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The First National Bank of Houlton was designed in 1907 by Gengé M.
Coombs of Lewiston, Malne It is a handsome example of a small financial
building in the Neo- Gréé£ Rev1va1 Style of the turn-of-the-century. In
fact, the facade of the bank bears a general resemblance to the bank of
Louisville, Kentucky, designed by Gideon Shryock in the Greek Revival
Style in the 1830's.

The First National Bank of Hou]tpppdisp]ays a granite front with metal
trim. The foundation possesses foﬁr iarée equidistant blocks, each of which
forms the base for a major element in the facade. At either side of the
building is a pilaster with horizontal moldings at the base as well as at
the top. Each pilaster is composed of eight granite blocks and stands two
stories high. Between the pilasters are two columns, each of which is made
of a base,’fq?ﬁ sgftionfyavd an {pnip,Fapitgl. The placement of the pilas-
ters andiéblﬁmné Ereates a faéadé wiih tﬁree-bays of windows. Metal panels
appear at the top of the first story windows and at the top and bottom of
thgiégﬁand.stofy windows. Vertical metal mullions are used across the
wind6Q$ on both floors.

The right bay of the first story is devoted to an entrance highlighted
by a slightly arched marquee ornamented at the top with metal anthemions
and at the bottom by curved glass panels. Across the top of the pilasters
and columns is a broad horizontal lintel with a pronounced overhang decorat-
ed with a series of brackets. The lintel bears the inscription "First
National Bank".

The facade is capped with a balustrade of four equidistant blocks,

in between which are metal balusters.
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The First National Bank of Houlton, constructed in 1907, is a fine
example of a small turn-of-the-century financial building in the Neo-
Greek Revival Style. It is located on the main street of the Shiretown
of Aroostook County, Maine's most northern and most rural region. Its
dignified, grey granite facade is a major architectural feature of Houl-
ton's distinctive late nineteenth centufy brick business district.

The First National Bank is one of the most successful designs in
the career of George M. Coombs, a leading resident Maine architect of
the late nineteenth - early twentieth century. Born in Brunswick, Maine
in 1852, Coombs practiced in Lewiston, Maine, from the 1870's until his
death in 1909. Coombs received numerous commissions throughout central

and northern Maine, the First National Bank of Houlton being one of his
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and. procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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Director, Office of Archeology and Hj$tofic Preservation
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GPO 931-894
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