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In Milwaukee Landmarks, Richard W. E. Perrin describes City Hall as follows:

Y Resting on literally a forest of wooden piles driven into reclaimed
marshland, the superstructure of the City Hall is an eclectic varia-
tion of elaborate Renaissance patterns, strongly reminiscent of
Flemish and German prototypes and bearing more than a passing
resemblance to German Rathiuser of the same period. Three great
arches, springing directly from grade, pierce the massive and
heavily ornamented tower which rises 350 feet to a copper-
clad spire and cupola.

The tower crowns-an eight-story building. Basement walls are medium gray
granite, first and second story walls yellow-gray sandstone, while the
upper stories and tower above second story are faced with pink St. Louis
brick, now weathered to a deep brown. Trim is carved stone and terra
cotta, in the mainx o

Interior spaces above basement level are oriented about a central light well,
and on all floors most of these spaces--diverse offices, suites, conference
rooms--have been remodelled. As the HABS paper reports:

Today, only the central section, comprising the main floor lobby,
light shaft, basement corridors,ahd:torridors about the light

well on the upper floors, and the Common Council Chamber retain
anything of ‘their original character. In the public (circulation)
“areas the original iron railings, posts, and trim, the mosaic
floors, and much of the oak woodwork and marble wainscot survive.
This is not to say that the public areas have gone unchanged...

And the Common Council Chamber has also been remodelled. But other
areas of City Hall have seen even more extensive alterationm...

On the exterior, however the grand old building has been changed very little
since its formal opening seventy-seven years ago. The exterior is currently.
being refurbished.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE . )

The HABS data report states: "By virtue of its function, monumental
size, and prominent downtown location, City Hall’is Milwaukee's principal
landmark." (Its Landmark status became official in 1970 when it was so
designated by the local Landmarks Commission.) One of the community's
tallest buildings, City Hall stands at the east end of the Civic Center
area, in the heart of the central business district. The growth of
municipal govermment over the years has necessitated construction, ,
purchase, and rental of additional office space for various city agencies
and departments, but the 19th century edifice still houses the offices
of Milwaukee's mayor and aldermen and the Common Council Chamber, along
with the headquarters of the Harbor and Election Commissions, City
Attorney, Tax Commissioner, Comptroller, and City Clerk--among others.

The building isialso of considerable interest architecturally--as the work
of Henry £3 Wséch and Company, a leading Milwaukee firm of the day--and for




A list of key published and unpublished sources is part of the HABS data
report. Recent publications include:

Civic Center and Plaza, Milwaukee, n.d. [c. 1969].

Perrin, Richard W.E., Milwaukee Landmarks, Milwaukee, 1968, 33-36.

Wietczykowski, Mary Ellen, "Historic American Buildings Survey, Milwaukee
Project 1969, Wisconsin Architect, XLI, No. 1, January, 1970, 14-21.
|

LATI LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND DE coo

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRoPERTY |O DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
; R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES )
CORNER. LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o ’ » o » ” N43 [¢] 02 ’ - . o » ”»
NE o ’ " (-] ’ " 31 “W87 54 35
SE o ) ”» -] 0] »
SW e ’ . -] »

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 1,0

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

NAME AND TITLE:

Mary Ellen Wietczykowski, Chairman

ORGANIZATION DATE

Milwaukee Landmarks Commission 11 July 1972

STREET AND NUMBER:

1210 West Michigan Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set /—dw

i 1 k ice. Th ded
forth by the National Park Service © recommen Chief, Office of Archeology and Higforic Preservation

level of significance of this nomination is:

National State Local ] i
-3//+/ 73

Date
Name /Qf imlz M@Wﬂ

ATTEST:
J ﬁes Morton Smith ‘
1uneD1rectof, State Historical
Society of Wisconsin Keeper o tional Regist,
Cbee OCT -.51972 pate 3 ? )3

DN an T Ae?

33

SNOIL1LONWYLSNI




Form 10-300a
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE . Wisconsin
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |county
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Milwaukee

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

(Continuation Sheet) ‘ FAR T4 81

(Number all entries)

6.

11.

MILWAUKEE CITY HALL

Wisconsin Inventory of Historic Buildings and Sites (State)

1971
State Historical Society of Wisconsin
816 State Street

Madison Wisconsin Code:

Donald N. Anderson, Asst. Director, Historic Sites & Markers Division

State Historical Society of Wisconsin July 17, 1972

816 State Street

Madison Wisconsin Code:

GPO 901.082




