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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

- In the late 18th century Broad/Street (now Canaan Street) was
famous for its great two-porched Méeting House built opposite
Hart's Pond (now Canaan Street 9£ke) and facing an open common
for baptismal occasions., William Parkhurst of Canaan Street was
the builder and received the sum of £ 561 for his work. The plans
called for a building without steeple or bell, 42' wide by 52' long,
with a porch at each end to be twelve feet square, The posts were
23' long. The steps were hewn stone. The'windows each had 40 lights
of 7x9 glass. The sills and plate were 20 inches square. The pulpit
and canopy were to be built like the Chelmsford Meeting House and
were to be equal to the w done in the Salisbury Upper Meeting
House, Major Levi George of Salisbury was hired to do the pulpit
and panel work., The timbers were cut on the Common nearby. There
were three entrances, one on each end under porticoes, and one on
the south side. The pews were square , boxes; those in the center
were squares of four, and a row around the walls was raised one step.
Ten steps led to the pulpit. A large picturesque sounding board was
suspended over the desk. Original clapboards were split and sawed
as were the shingles. [Phe nails were of wrought iron. The building
was completed in 1794vand it was voted to '"paint it stone-color, the
roof Spanish brown, and doors sky blue.' In 1812 it was painted
white with a red roof.

/

On July 9, 1829 the Town of Canaan accepted a deed to the
Meeting House, which was already being used for town meetings. The
building was clapboarded and shingled and the western porch placed
upon the eastern one, forming the present toygy 33' high. The
sounding board was removed. - In 1832 a 1200/bell replaced the old one.

In 1841 the pews were removed and the present settles installed.
Relic hunters carried off the old pew doors and wide panels. The
Baptists were given permission to put a floor across the gallery thus
fitting up an upper hall as a place pf worship, but their wishes were
never realized. Although the floor was laid the upper part of the
building was left in delapidated condition.

In 1884 the Canaan Lyceum Hall Association was founded. A
hardwood floor for roller-skating was laid four feet above the floor
laid by the Baptists, and a stairway was added from the outside. In
1894 a clock was added. :

The building is presently in need of paint, roofing, and interior
restoration.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

- e

This is a well-preserved Federal meeting house with a tower
entrance and federal bell cupola. It presents an Important facade
to the Town and is-one of the focal:points of the Canaan Street
Historic District.
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NAME AND TITLE:

Mrs. Goodhue Crocker, Mrs. Norman Wakely

ORGANIZATION

Canaan Street Historic District Commission

DATE

1/22/71

STREET AND NUMBER:
Canaan Street

CITY OR TOWN:
Canaan

STATE CODE

New Hampshire

“E.NATIONAL REGISTER VERIEICATION?

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public LLaw
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

The recommended

forth by the National #prk Service.
level of significa this nominatiods:
National State [] 4/ Local X

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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