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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fagalele Boys School: Thus U-shaped building sits within a rectangle

approximately 80 feet by 60 feet. TIts walls are approximately 2 feet

thick, and may be either of mortared rocks with cement-plaster exterior or
of reinforced concrete. It was built in the last half of the 19th century,
perhaps as early as 1850-1856 by the London Missionary Society and was the
first secondary school for Eastern (now American) Samoa., It enrolled only

boys.

Tts original roof was probably thatch, changing to corrugated iron by 1900.
Wooden floors, beams, door and window frames, and rafters have been re-

placed as they rotted.

of the teacher-pastor and his family. Thick partitions divide the interior

into rboms .

In 1970, the exterior porch, wooden roof frame and corrugated iron roof
are attached to and rest on the original walls. Its 1970 use is as a
residence for a missionary for the National Council of Churches, U.S.A.,
whose work is primarily with the non-Samoan residents of Tutuila Island.
Part of the building contains an apartment for visiting church officials.

Fagalele is located near the village of Leone, and is owned by the
Congregational Christian Church of Samoa, Apia, Western Samoa, an indepen-

dent nation.

When used as a'school for'pre-ministerial students, the youths probably
lived in Samoan thatched houses adjacent to the building. Cooking was done

under thatched roofs.

students, provided food.

In it were classrooms and probably the residence

Adjacent or detached farm lands, worked by the
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

on Tutuila Island.
H % W ¥ %

continues into the 1970's,

pastor in each village.

schools were started, with help from the

systems to the public schools.

Until recently, Samoan parochial schools
supply of pastors and/or pastors' wives.

Short Statement: The first secondary school in what is now American Samoa
started at Fagalele about 1855¢ This quarters-classroom building was
built sometime after 1855 and before 1900. The school trained boys from
Eastern Samoa for,entry into the London Missionary Society seminary at
Malua, Western Samoa. The building may be the oldest standing structure

* % % %

Samoan culture was transmitted generation to generation as learned and
acceptable behavior when youths associated with adults of the same sex in
the daily and seasonal rounds of family and village affairs. The process

Christianity was absorbed into the Samoan culture starting in the 1830's
and introduced a measure of formal education for a limited number of
selected boys and girls. Undtl after 1900 and public schools made a small
start in a few localities, village parochial schools provided the only
education available in addition to the traditional informal Samoan system.

Village pastors, with few exceptions, were Polynesians. The first few were
from other island groups, but after the London Missionary Society seminary
at Malua, Upolt Island, Western Samoa started in 18L)i, Samoan pastors
prevailed. The goal, never quite met, was a London Missionary Society

Each village pastor conducted a formal elementary school for boys; many
of the pastors' wives conducted elementary schools for girls. In the
stratified Samoan class system, _usually the boys and girls selected for
the ‘schools were children of the ] higher chiefs. There were no public
schools in what is now American Samoa until after 1900, A few public

years of Naval administration. The number and location of public schools
were limited until well into the 20th century. Parochial schools continue
in Samoa today under several religious bodies as parallel educational

Samoan language and stressed religion, but some secular subjects were
included. Boys also learned some Western manual arts, (con't. on 10-300a)

religious schools, in the first

were oriented toward providing a
Schools were conducted in the
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NAME AND TITLE:

Russell A. Apple, Pacific-Hawaii Historian

ORGANIZATION

National Park Service, Hawaii Group

DATE

7/8/71

STREET AND NUMBER:

677 Ala Moana Blvd., Suite 512

CITY OR TOWN:
Honolulu

STATE

CODE

Hawaii 96813

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L.aw
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

[ State (] Local (7]
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The recommended

National

Name

Gtstrnasi,

Title

-23-"1

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in

National Register.
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8. Statement of Significance

and girls also studied Western hygiene and domestic artss

The London Missionary Society, most frequently called IMS, was first into
Samoa and had a system of willage schools, secondary schools, and a seminary
established by 184, Other organized religious groups which followed into
Samoa never reached the coverage in adherents or schools achieved by the ILMS.
Tutuila, the main island of what is now American Samoa, had resident Roman
Catholic priests in 186¢, Missionaries of the Latter Day Saints came in
1888 and Wesleyan in 1901. ‘

In the dominate IMS system, before 1855 for boys, and 1900 for girls,
graduates of village elementary schools chosen for higher education usually
as pastors or pastors! wives left their home villages or islands for second-
ary and/or seminary training at IMS schools on Upolu Island, Western Samoa.
Dlsruptlon of close Samoan family ties during the absence of students was a
factor in opening secondary schools, one for boys and one for girls, on
Tutuila Island,

Fagalele Boys School was the Eastern Samoa district secondary school of the
IMS, the first (1855) in Eastern Samoa and the only one until 1900. It
served selected graduates of village schools from the island of Tutuila and
the islands of Manua, now part of American Samoa.

Preministerial in orlentatlon, boys attended for two or three years before
being admitted to the seminary at Malua. In 1926, the subjects taught
included Religion (Church History, Scripture History, the Disciples and
"International Lessons"); English (taught only at Fagalele--the other IMS
district secondary schools did not include this language); Geography,
Arithmetic, Samoan Grammar and Composition. The boys also ran the associated
farm lands.

Fagalele Boys School was closed during the 1926 census conducted by the
Navy. The schoolmaster in residence then was Fa'amasani. The fact that
boys were not in residence at the time of the census (nor were girls at
Atauloma) was believed responsible for the decrease in population in the
Western District of Tutuila Island. Other districts of American Samoa
recorded increases. It is believed the school reopened, or classes were
resumed, later. Final closing date of the school is unknown.

Detailed information on Fagalele is believed to be in the files of Malua
College, Upolu, Western Samoa. A document search there by a’hls%orlan*
proficient in the Samoan language is needed. g e G
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