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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

This historic vessel was abandoned on the Snohomish River jetty at Everett in 
1958 among other ship and barge hulks. The deck house and all machinery, the 
propeller, shaft and fittings had been removed, and onjy the bare hull of the vessel 
remained. Before and after the vessel had been removed from the breakwater and 
put into drydock a survey was made of the accessible areas of the hull and the 
condition of these areas appeared to be reasonably sound. During the course of 
years many changes were made to the hull structure. The stem is now plumb, 
and this may have been in the original design, as many small schooners were 
built in that manner. The stern is certainly not the original^ and this should be 
cut back to a point where the stern can be rebuilt to conform to the original design. 
The big factors in restoring the "Equator" would be the rebuilding of the stern, 
redecking, caulking and rerigging. The vessel was undoubtedly a two-masted, 
gaff-rigged schooner, with possibly one or two top masts, and carrying three head 
sails forward. Crew quarters were forward and consisted of the minimum comforts. m 
The after quarters probably consisted of three or four small state rooms, a small 
salon or dining room, store room, and possibly a toilet room. The carrying of 
cargo was this vessels main function.
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Designed and built by jV[atthew Turner in Benecia, California in 1888, the 
Equator began her career as a South "Seas copra trader. In 1889, the Equator 
was one of few vessels to survive alrHghty hurricane off Samoa. In mid 1889, 
the famed author Robert Louis Stevenson chartered the Equator in Hawaii for 
extended South Pacific cruising. The author of such books as "Treasure Island" 
learned much about the sea from the Equator, her crew and from native Pacific 
kings he met during the South Seas ramblings. His ultimate home site in Samoa 
was reached from the Equator.

The schooner, after Stevenson left, continued bis-South Pacific sailing until 
1897 when a steam engine was installed for the beginning of an Alaskan fish 
packing career.

In lyjS-^-pwrchased by Carey-Davis Co., the Equator lost her bowsprit, was 
enlarged and then put into service as a wire drag vessel for the Coast and 
Geodetic Survey organization. She again cheated death when nearly swamped 
in Deception Pass enroute to Alaska. Coal bunker covers had been left open but 
a heroic young University of Washington student - crewman, R. F. Jones, dived jpfcf 
beneath the floating coal to slide the steel covers into place.

With a gasoline. engine installed in the 1920 's, the Equator once more avoided 
death. She went aground on the Quillayute Bar in 1923 but an enterprising 
skipper filled her hold with empty oil drums and floated her free.

lnj.941, the Equator received a diesel engine and renewed a Puget Sound tow- 
boat career. Her long life of maritime usefulness came to an end In 1958 when 
"sfieTwas abandoned on the Snohomish River jetty. —--—.-

Now owned by a non-profit, state-registered organization, Equator, Inc., the 
historic ship is on the ways at an Everett boat shop. It is the goal of this group 
to restore the Equator to as near its original condition as possible so that a 
genuine tie with the maritime past can be retained for present and future generations
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