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[DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Parson Smith Tr,eé is deéd, but by joint e_fforts of the Okanogan
County Historical Society and thé.Okanogéﬁ»National Forest Sérvicé;

it has been'preservéd. The top has been cut out of it and a shelter |

haé been built 6ver it, 'housing both t_he.trée and a sign made and

erected by the Historical Society. The tr'eebis, far off of the beaten path '
and plans at oné time were made to move it where more péople could

see it. However, it was decided best to leave it .in the primitive area

where it was found,

The United State Forest Service is using a picture of the old tree in
its -advgrtising folder of the Okanogan National Forest and the Cascade
Primitive Area. The Forest Service has also built a trail to the tree

so people can get to it.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Close to monument 85 on the Canadian border, nineteen feet inside the U. S. and
about a quarter of a mile west of where the Pasayten River flows from the North
.Cascade Primitive Area, into British Columbia, stands the Parson Smith Tree.
On this large tree, which is now dead, is the following inscription: '

And many lands have seen, - AR

But Columbia is my idol yet , . o RTEN

Of all lands, she is Queen." - v e Y
Parson Smith, 1886. ‘ e B

The words do not appear in neat lines but are carved below each ot\her tmar
three at a time, starting about as high as a man can convenieritly re\acﬁ wi‘fﬁa

Few people had penetrated this rugged, primitive area and no trail lead to the tree.
However, a man by the name of John Bell of Tonasket, Washington, is reported
to have seen the tree, in 1902 or 3 when he was working with a border survey
crew. A forest service ranger found the tree in 1913 and in the 1930's the
forest service made an attempt to preserve the tree by putting a shelter over it.
A couple of years ago, the forest service and the Okanogan County Historical
Society joined forces for a marking and preservation program.

The sign erected reads: _
PARSON SMITH TREE

This Smith, a mighty man was he. A tireless, life-loving man, who
shouldered packs that would stagger a mule. He has been prospecting
around Hope, B. C., with no luck to speak of, so he struck actoss
the wilderness, relaying several hundred pounds of gear and supplles
Smith came past here in June of 1886, pausing to carve this doggeral
into this tree. He went on to spend the winter, trapping in the upper
Methow. Alfred L. (Parson) Smith died on the Coast about 1920.
His poetry never won a pulitzer prize but sure enough came from the
heart.

Site marked by the Okanogan National Forest and the Okanogan
County Historical Society.

"I've roamed in foreign parts my boys, il LIRS
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