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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is a two story concrete office building with extra large
windows on the western (view) side. It was originally built
rext door to the owner's family home, for offices and an
entertaiment hall,

Its exterior remains the same todey, although changes have
been made inside,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The Assay Office was built by Thomas Prosch, noted newspaper publi-
sher, civic leader and secretary of the Chamber of Commerce in
Seattle, probably in 1886, It contained 11 rooms and a basement.
The first floor was rented for offices, the second fldor was a
_ballroom, When gold began pouring into Seattle after the Klondike
strike of 1897, miners needed a repositery for their gold, Banks
could hardly handle the bulk, The Federal Govermment decided to
open an assay office here, and rented the building. It opened for
busginess July 15, 1898 and had a melting department and an assay
department., Miners were paid by govermment check, or got their
bars stamped, and the govermment peid for sending the gold to the
mint - to Philadelphia in our case. In the early years long lines of
miners waited in the street to deposit gold., Later more depoeits

were meiled in,

Arnual deposits in early years reached 20-22 millions

but by 1928 were down to 6 million,

In 1932 the office moved to

another govermment building and in 1925 closed,

The building was purchased by Deutsches Heus in 1935 as a social
center and was removated and remained in use until World War II.

In 1943 women of society in several orgenizations leased it as an
officers' club. It was refurbished and opened by members of the
Sunget Club, Seatile Garden Club, Colonial Demes, Junior League,
and English 8pesking Union., At bhe end of World War II it reverted
to occupation and use by Deutsches Haus,

It is open only to member organizations or to occasional renters,
except on epecial occasions like election meetings with political
candidates, German language demonstrations, etc.

Thus the German Club, or Assay Office, remains much as first built: an office
building and entertainment hall, The architecture is direct and pleasing. The
scale of detail is correct for the size of the structure. The building stands as
a reminder of the busy Gold Rush period, and of the part Seattle played in

the flow of wealth from Alaska and the Yukon.




Seattle Times newspaper, July 18, 1943, Society section.

Seattle Times newspaper, May 1, 1966, Magazine section, article
by Larry Rumley.
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N- Rése St, 0-2 S. 156thPISE ....R-11 2
Heather PIS. .. .. N- Roseburg Av Q-5 SW 156thPl, SW ..§355 2
eberieinRd.. ... 'A-2  Mayflower St S Rosemont Blvd - .J-12 W 0-3
und Av. .. ... A laynard Av S .. .L. I1 . N g h St 2
eights AvS W ... .0 cArthur Ct 0-4 NE . Q NE . ..(10-C12-Da-D7
eights PISW ... .0- Clellan St, S -B8 oodland PIN ... .G 4 Pl N I- 156th'St, S ... .54-5
einze Way, S W .. .N- cClintock Av S Roundhili F-2 AvN..F4-G4 . B-5 126th PISE .M10- N10 156thSt, SW ....5-4
elen St, E - McCord Pl, Rowan Rd Q-7 -10 126th St, NE.....E 157th Av
emlock Way, McCoy PI S Roxbury PI, P-2 B-5 126th St, NE. ~E'3 .E11-H11-J11
nderson P1 S W McGilvra Bivd Roxbury St, S P-7 A6 126thSt, S . ~0“R5 157"' AvSE 1L K 1
lenderson St.'S .Pa- P McGilvra St, E Roxbury St, S P-3 I4 126th S! SW.l..04
nderson St, SW _P-3  McGraw Pl . Roy St ... J-3 -2 09 127eh A 23
Henry Richards Rd.K-11 McGraw PI, W. Roy St. E J-5 Q-7 -H cxo GlO,I 10 23
H Pl, S M- McGraw St ... Roy St, W. 43 -88 127"! Av, SE. 23
Hi McGraw St, E Royal Ct E I5 .0-2 127th Av 5 E Kio- NiO 23
McGraw St, W Ruby PI, W . I-3 .0-6 127thPl, NE..... 23
McKinley PIN. Ruffner'St, W -1.1-3 .L-5 lZ?th P| NE .C10- GlO 23
McLaren St, W Rugales St, S . P-6 L5 127thPL S ...... Q-7 23
lead St, S..... Russell AvNW . H-2 .C2,J4 127lh Pl S E K10-N10 23
Meadow Av Rustic Q-7 .J-a 127th StoN . E-3 23
...... P8-R8-09-Q9 P-7 .I-a 127th St, NW 23
Meadow La 2 I-4 127th St, S 23
Meadow Pi, NE 6 M-3 127thSt, SW 23
Medliey Ct, S 3 K5 128th Av NE . 23
Melrose AvE . C-8 28(" Av 23
Memorial Way -10 .J10-N10-P10 23
Menford 71, N. H-6 IZBth Bi, S R-7 v 23
Mercer PI, W 128th St, .E-a £11-F11-H11,I-11 23
Mercer PI. W NE He 128th St, 159th AvS E .J11-L11 24
Hillcrest La Mercer St . ander R4 S . 1L-5 NE ..., D10-l E4 E7 159thPINE ,J11-G11 24
Hillman PUN Mercer St, E cenic Av, 8 126th St, S ... .R5-R8 159thPISE .J11-l Kll 24
Hillside Or E . Mercer St. W . cenic Or L L . 3 12eth St, SE. 010 012 hSUN ..
ni”sideLDr':I Mercer ;levraée Dro & cenicRe ... .. 3 :ll.ggih t, S
illtop La lercer Way, E ..08-M: cenic Ridge Av -7
HilltopRd ..... Mercer Way, N ..L7-L8 chmitz Av S W -2 NE .. ..610-610»1-10




