INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Form 10-300
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

STATE:

[couNnTyY:

Lat imer
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER

APR T 51972

DATE

C OMMON:

Pusley's Station

AND/OR HISTORIC: i Y4,

STREET AND NUMBER:

Ca 2 me SW of \,

CITY OR TOWN:

40

Qk

| Higgins (NE/4 Sec. 25, T 4 N, R 17 E) RS
STATE CopDE |COUNTY: conE

077

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
STAT
(Check One) OWNERSHIP us TO THE PUBLIC
[ District ] Building O3 Public Public Acquisition: [ Occupied Yes:
[ site [} Structure Private O In Process & Unoccupied X Restricted
(] Object O Both (] Being Considered [ Preservation work 0] Unrestricted
in progress | L] No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Agricultural [} Government ] Park

O Commercial O Industrial [O] Private Residence
[ Educational [ Military O Religious

[ Entertainment O Museum ] Scientific

[0 Transportation [ Comments

[J] Other (Specify)

6WNER'S N AME:

A0

STREET AND NUMBER:

Box 405

:34vlLsS

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

Qk 1

CODE

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Qffice of the County Clerk

STREET AND NUMBER:

FALNNOD

ST 9]

Iatki « O ” o rth

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE

CODE

i Mail

DATE OF SURVEY: 1958 [] Federal

& State

[J County O Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

<

| Oklahoma Historical Society

STREET AND NUMBER:

Hi Building

2/6L ¢ T ddy
HIEWNN ANMI NI

CITY OR TOWN:

Oklahoma City

STATE:

Oklahoma

CODE

40

3lva

ATINO 3$N SJN ¥04




(Check One)
1 Excellent [ Good ] Fair Deteriorated ] Ruins ] Unexposed

CONDITION

(Check One) (Check One)
X Altered [C] Unaltered [ Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Well worn ruts of the Butterfield stage line lead southwesterly
from the road's crossing of Gaines Creek to Pusley's Station. At the
station site itself one can see, on the southeast, the ruins of the
original 8ilas Pusley house, which served as the Butterfield stationm,

a remnant of the Bastman Pusley log house of approximately the same

age, and the original well. To the northwest of the trail is the Pusley
family graveyard, now overgrown with weeds, brush and trees. Well
fenced, it contains at least a half-dozen graves marked with large
marble stones (of Pusleys and Seeleys), & number of other unmarked
burials. The graves of Narras Pusley (1887) and of Eastmen Pusley (1899)
show the remains of covering gravehouses, according to the traditional
Indian interment custom.

The originel Silas Pusley home and stage station was, according to
the determination of the Conklings, & large double log house. When they
saw it in 1930, however, it had been reduced to two crumbled heaps of
stone chimneys. But it was probably not unlike the Eastman Pusley house,

built about the time of the Civil War a short distance to the east. This

log house -- reduced in the 1960s to a single room -- was built in the
traditional style of the area ... two sections connected by an open hall
or "dog-trot." Even in near ruins the carefully prepared logs indicate
that the house was a comfortable one. The door and window frames were
about twelve inches thick. Porches, now completely disappeared, once
ran the full length of the east and west sides of the house. In later
years the dog-trot was enclosed with & weist-high partition, screened in
for a summer room. The well, still standing in the front yard, is built
up of carefully cubt and fitted sandstone slabs.

Long stretches of the old Butterfield stege route can be driven
today in one's car, for the most part on pleasantly meandering county
roads. But in few places can one get more of the "feel" of the route
than along the two or three hundred yards of rutted trace that leads
northeast from the ruins of Pusley's Station %o the property line fence,
an abandoned section line road, and the crossing of Gaines Creek just
beyond. Here parallel ruts, formed first by iron tired wagons and then
by rubber tired motor vehiclss, indicate the flow of a century's traffic
across the unbroken prairie. How seemingly deserted (the nearest house,
that of owner R. W. Watts, is more than a half-mile to the southwest,
and out of sight), the site must appear much as it did in 1858. One
need only to reconstruct the log station house, if only in one's eyse,
to recreate the scene that greeted Ormsby when he arrivsed, fresh from
the east. When this writer was there even the cattle were present,
crowding curiously around his car. So strong was the mood evoked that
he was almost tempted to inguire about the pretty Indian girl = just, to
see if her hand, and half the cattle, were still available.: ;; ’Q‘ 'i
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passenger service to San Franclsco, the company arranged with Indian
citizens living on or near its 192-mile route across Indian Territory,
from Fort Smith to Colbert's Crossing on Red River, to maintain stands
where-teams could be changed. To keep up roads and bridges along the
route the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nation 1eglslatures granted tollgate
pr1v1leges to various of its citizens. The Choctaw Nation granted
seven of these privileges sach valid for six years, during regular
sessions in 1858 and 1859. Four of them, including the one granted
Silas Pusley, were operated as Butterfield stations,

The Pusley Family was well known, first in Mississippi -- where
Captain George Pusley had lived on the Natchez Trace and operated a
well improved farm -- and then later in the west. He served as one of
the Choctaw commissionsers who arranged for the removal of the Chickasaws
from Mississippi to Indian Territory. Until 1850 the district black-
smith shop (First District in the Choctaw Nation, West) was located
at his place near what later was known as Mountain Station, on the
Fort Smith-Boggy Depot Road. Eis three sons, Calvin, Nicholas, and
ras, all lived near the Gaines Creek crossing of that trail, a few
s southwest of Mountain Station. And it is on the south side of
Creek that Siles Pusley, Calvin's son, farmed and operated
's Station for Butterfield. On Oct. 22, 1859, he won from the

Netion the right to erect a bridge end establish a toll gate
creek.

ears afterwards, enough Pusley family members and others lived in
o immediate area to form a fair-sized little settlement. This is
indicated by the building ruins on the site and the number of graves

in the Pusley cemetery . . . across the trail (a clearly marked in-
dentation in the unbroken sod) north from the Pusley houses. Oldtimers
still refer to the "old Pusley place" and a smell stream there bears
the name of Pusley Creek, thus preserving an association that now is
well over & century old.

Waterman L. Ormsby, New York Herald Tribune correspondent who
made the initial Butterfield stage run from Tipton, Mo., to San Francisco,




Ormsby, Waterman L., The Butterfield Overland Mail, Zdited by The

Huntingbon Library, 1942

Wright, Muriel H., "Historic Places on the 0ld Stage Line from Fort
Smith to Red River," The Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. XI (1933),
pp. 809-810

~-- Report on the Butterfield Overland Mail, A Special Committee Report,
The Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. XXXVI (1958), pp. 457-458
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Pusley's Station

"Pusley.") Stopping at the station Sunday afternoon, Sept. 19, 1858,
he wrotes

At Pussey (a station for changing horses, where an
Indian of that name lives), about sixty-six miles from the
river [phe Arkansaé], I met an old Indian who owns seven
hundred heed of cattle end & pretty daughter, and is willing
to give the half of the one to the white man who will merry
the other. Here I gave an Indian boy a paper of tabacco
(sic) to give me water enough to wash my face, put on & blue
flannel shirt, and considered myself pretty well on my way
out West.

gave the site one of its first printed references. (Alas, he committed
the cardinal journalistic sin =- referring to it as "Pussey" rather than




