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Exterior

Mr. Holmes acquired this property in 1856 with house and
buildings. An eerly photograph (c. 1870)shows the house as a
two story structure with a porch across the entire five bay
front with a center entry. The house eppeared to be of the
simple Greek Revivel style, deting from the late 1840's, The

porch and bay window on the second floor appear to be later.

A later photograph (circe 1895) shows the house with the
seme porch, however, the house 1s enlarged, appearing much as
1t 1s today. A full third floor was added with a low pitch
roof and wide bracketed overhangs. The depth of the building
also appears to have been increased, In the cellar the
foundation of the frong portion is brick and probsbly corres-
ponds to the smaller house, The foundation is extended to the
rear in stone probably corresponding to this major enlarge-
nent.

Interior

As presently existing the first floor has been
extensively altersd for library facilities, Remaining is a
simple Greek Revival type mentel, The second floor has been
converted to apartments, The third floor is nearly intact
having been unused for many years., It was finlshed 1in 1895
s a meeting room.
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ISTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Elize Ann Scott purchased the corner lot in Boonton

activities were confined to mining the land nearest the
river and by 1848 they had decided to sell theilr remeining
property for housing development. Scott, upon buying the
lend, was required by agreement to erect a bullding or
dwelling on the premises within one yeer. In all probabil-
1ty she erected what 18 now known as the Holmes Library,

, &nd, because of 1its
suitable location it was apperently used as a store or
stores. At that time the bullding wes & two story structure
box-like in general asppecrance witha fairly flat roof. The
front facade had three entrances for, asssumedly, three

In early 1856 Eliza Scott sold her corner lot
property to James Holmes, Holmes, born in Massachusettes,
"the %ganerscy Iron Company of Boonton te
be the superintendent of the neil factory in 1850, In
1851 the works came under the ownership of Fuller, Lord,
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& Compeny. One of the highest pald employees in the
'company' town of Boonton Holmes invested his money wisely
and gradugslly became so prosperous that he was even able
to withstand the sudden collapre of the Iron Mills in
1876. Holmes, from then on, being independently wealthy
from his resl estate income,: devoted his remeining yeers
to community service, He was , at_verious times, the Mayor
of Boonton for three yesrs, & founder and first president
of the Boonton National Bank, and & member of the State
Board of Education. When he died in 1893 he begueethed
$8,000 and his home to the then recently formed Boonton
Public Librery Associetion,

Holmes hed stipulated that his manor house be used
as & library end that $3,000 was for the vurchase of
books and the enlsrging of the house. The remaining $5,000
was to be put in a Library Trust Fund for the future.

It was at this time the Holmes Manor: wes converted
into a three story building (major renovetions were
performed throughout) and the third floor was leased to
Arcana Lodge(Masons), Later this floor was occuplied by a

1n~1849 from the New Jersey Iron Company. The Iron Company*b
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at Boonton, New Jersey",
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8. Significence (continued)

branch of the Americen Federstion of Hosiery Workers, The
Boonton Times, a locel newspaper, occupled the west side of
the first floor and later a physiasn used this side for his
office, The library slso functioned as a telephone and
telegreph office for meny years with the librarian working
as operator of both,

The Jemes Holmes Library, then, has played an
important part in the development of Boonton -- first,
as a community shopping place, next, as a2 home of one of
its most illustrious citizens, and then as a soclal,
educstional, communication, and health center always
serving the community and its needs. Preserietly, it is
still the town library. ~

CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATION

Clifford Case, Senator
Harrison Willisms, Senator

Cornelius E, Gallagher » Represemiative) Fhtirdistrict
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